President’s Message
by Leonard C. Heath Jr.

The Power of Words
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ever so compassionately on a single
individual. In his Gettysburg Address,
Lincoln eloquently conveyed both the
grief of a nation and its commitment
to endure. At the other end of the
audience-spectrum, Lincoln’s personal
letter to Lydia Bixby, probably best
recalled from the movie Saving Private
Ryan, touches the human soul. Faced
with the impossible task of trying to
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Words continued on page 17
But few have understood and perfected the power of words in the sound
of one melodious voice like Martin
Luther King Jr. While it took a war to
end the scourge of slavery, it took Dr.
King’s words, ideas, and bravery to
transform a nation, peacefully, but no
less forcefully. Simple words are sometimes the most enduring:

I have a dream that my four little
children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged
by the color of their skin but by the
content of their character.

be exquisitely mindful and aware of
the fact that words matter. As American
lawyers we are entrusted with, and
bound by, a sacred societal obligation
to inculcate this concept into others.
Words can inspire, console, motivate,
or compel to action. But they can also
denigrate and demoralize. Words are
powerful. Use them wisely.

These words are not a black message
or a white message . . . they are an
American message.
As attorneys, we are wordsmiths, orators, leaders, and role models. We must
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Enjoy fellowship and food at Wintergreen Resort at a beautiful time of year!
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