President’s Message
by Doris Henderson Causey

Senior Lawyers Are the Heart of the Law

Senior lawyers keep everything
flowing throughout every area of
the law. Where would we be without
senior lawyers? They are the protectors
of our democracy. “We stand on the
shoulders of giants,” says Judge Gerald
B. Lee. We all know a more seasoned
lawyer who took the time to teach
us how to practice law, celebrate our
victories, and listen to our defeats.
They are the true teachers of the
practice of law, civility, and the do’s
and don’ts of the profession. I remember when I first began to practice and
how scared I was to go to trial. It was a
more senior lawyer that pushed me out
the door and said, “go — you’re ready.”
When I won, my clients were so happy,
and I was too. The senior lawyer and
I celebrated, but it only lasted a few
minutes because there was yet another
case to prepare.
W.T. Mason has long been the
heart of the Dominion Bar Association
(ODBA). If you are an ODBA member, you know W.T. Mason and he has
taken your picture. He has pictures of
at least 40 years of history. He has led
the way and taught many generations
of lawyers so many invaluable lessons.
Although he has no children of his
own, many lawyers consider him the
father of ODBA. There’s not an ODBA
meeting where he is not present. He
has preserved history through his
pictures and stories. He is a giant.
Every organization and every lawyer
has their giant(s) — those that make
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a difference and inspire you to make a
difference.
Senior Law Day is a way for all
bar associations to give back to the
seniors in their legal community. You
plan it and they will come. The Senior
Lawyers Conference has a blueprint
of the Senior Law Day program.
Most of the work is completed. All a
bar association has to do is host it. I
would like to encourage all local bar
associations to have a Senior Law Day
program. Bob Hawthorne is the chair
of the Senior Lawyers Conference for
the Virginia State Bar and an excellent
resource for those who are interested.

We all know a more seasoned
lawyer who took the time to
teach us how to practice law,
celebrate our victories, and
listen to our defeats.

Senior lawyers are the best mentors. Today, both the senior lawyer
and the young lawyer have so much
to learn from each other. The young
lawyer teaches the senior lawyer all
about technology and the latest gadget, while the senior lawyer teaches
the fundamentals of law practice and
what to expect when trying a partic-

ular case. Every law firm and every
young lawyer should have a senior
lawyer to learn from.
Judge Marilynn Goss is my
seasoned lawyer mentor. As I began
to practice, I could always count on
her to guide me in the right direction
when preparing for trial. And just
like they did in law school, she asked
me enough questions to spark my
thoughts of what path to take with
my case. She can truly tell you some
stories about my early days of practice.
Law school and the practice of law are
two different animals. Marilynn knows
of my grandiose victories and my
embarrassing defeats. Nevertheless, she
is always there to debrief me and listen
to my arguments.
Marilynn has been a great mentor
and has taught me so much about the
practice of law. From early on, she
took me to ODBA meetings and introduced me to everyone. They became
my family. She made sure that I volunteered with legal aid and got involved
with local and state bar associations.
The VSB and the ODBA were mandatory. She kept me sane in times when
I would freak out about the smallest
thing. She would say calmly: “Well it’s
not the end of the world. You made a
mistake. It’s okay. Now you know not
to do that again.” Additionally, she
and Henry McLaughlin (former legal
aid director) always knew the answer
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Legal Aid
Eastern Shore court prompted not only
a Federal Trade Commission finding of
Unfair Trade Practice, but also LASRV
testimony that led the General Assembly
to allow transfer of any such proceeding
to a court near the debtor’s residence.
Finally, in the long struggle to protect social security benefits from bank
account garnishment, LASRV lobbied
both for Congressional change and
toward the eventual solution of Treasury
Regulation. Program collaboration with
the Washington & Lee Law Review produced a timely student note that was the
major academic commentary on that
problem.
Within the last decade, the massive
sale of bundled consumer accounts to
debt buying companies created substantial pressure upon courts as well as debtors. LASRV initiated a legal aid network
to understand and cope with these cases:
the shared knowledge has helped debtor
counsel to sort out which cases are
defensible and has improved debt buyer
practice and court disposition, as well as
defense. Among the cases defended by
LASRV, the high point thus far has been

the dismissal of a debt buyer claim for
$44,000, with payment of $4500 to the
client on LASRV counterclaim.
Court award of attorney fees, as
authorized by many consumer statutes,
makes the threatened enforcement of
those statutes potent in an individual
case as well as in a class action. Where
private counsel could not be found,
LASRV has filed suit and obtained
appropriate judgments or settlements
in many cases of car title loan violation;
improper mobile home and vehicle
and repossession; illegal used car sales;
financing with improper disclosure of
credit terms; and collection overreaching in both local and interstate cases.
More Bread and Butter Issues for Legal
Aid Clients.
There are so many areas of the law that
touch legal aid clients and demand
frequent and recurring lawyer help.
Specialized LASRV attorneys address
directly the range of domestic violence
issues and their causes among our client
community. Enforcement of wage laws
and preserving vocational licenses has

taken on increased significance in a
changing economy. Access to unemployment benefits, nutrition and medical
care are constant demands. LASRV
continues to address this range of need
in partnership with its federally funded
sister program Blue Ridge Legal Services
and the excellent pro bono work of private attorneys in our service area.
Whither Legal Aid?
Times of uncertainty in our constitutional order are particularly precarious
for people living at the margins of the
economy. The funding of viable legal
services for the poor may be one of the
litmus tests of whether our common
ideals of justice still hold us together. As
always, the support of the Virginia bar
and lawyers everywhere will be determinative in our future.

Henry Woodward is senior attorney at the
Legal Aid Society of Roanoke Valley and
professor of practice at Washington and Lee
School of Law. He was general counsel of
LASRV from 1974 through 2009.
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to the most arcane legal question and
could always could tell me exactly
what to do and, most importantly,
what not to do.
If you are a senior lawyer interested in pro bono, the new VSB emeritus
rule allows retired attorneys to do
pro bono work without the need of a
supervising attorney. Emeritus status
attorneys do not pay bar dues and
can now do pro bono work without
supervision. This rule went into effect
on March 1, 2018.
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As this is my last president’s message, allow me to say that it has been
an honor to serve as the 79th president
of the Virginia State Bar. I would like
to thank everyone for their support
and kindness shown during my presidency. I hope that I have brought more
attention to the needs of low-income
Virginians and the need of all legal aid
programs. Additionally, I am hopeful that the need for diversity and
inclusion has gained some momentum
within the profession.

It has truly been my honor to
serve as the first African-American
and the first legal aid attorney to be
president of this historic organization.
Hopefully, it will not be another 79
years before we elect someone else like
me to serve as president. Thank you to
those that took my challenge and volunteered to serve on committees and
run for council. It’s you that make the
difference in the lives of the citizens of
Virginia and the legal profession.
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