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Noteworthy

Chief Justice Donald W. Lemons Receives the Virginia
State Bar Leadership in Education Award
Donald W. Lemons, Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Virginia, has been
named the recipient of the William R.
Rakes Leadership in Education Award
from the Virginia State Bar Section on
the Education of Lawyers in Virginia.
The award recognizes an individual who has demonstrated exceptional
leadership and vision in developing
and implementing innovative concepts
to improve and enhance the state of
legal education, and in advancing relationships and professionalism among
members of the academy, the bench,
and the bar within the legal profession
in Virginia.
Throughout his career, Chief Justice
Lemons has been involved in educational efforts to improve the quality
of lawyers in the commonwealth. He
began lecturing in numerous continuing legal education seminars sponsored by the bar early in his career. He
was a member of the MCLE Board,
and was on the faculty of the Judicial
Conference of Virginia and the Judicial
Conference for District Courts. For
years he served on the faculty of the
bar’s annual disciplinary conference
and on the faculty for the bar’s Harry L.
Carrico Course on Professionalism. He
was also a member of the board of governors for the Education Section of the
bar from 1994–97.
In his letter nominating Chief
Justice Lemons for the award, Robert
K. Walsh, dean emeritus on the Wake
Forest University School of Law, wrote:
“He has been passionate about educating law students and young lawyers.
In addition to his leadership of the
American Inns, Justice Lemons has
www.vsb.org

taught and been very well received by
students at several of the Virginia law
schools. It is hard to imagine someone
who has contributed more to legal education in your state and the nation.”
Chief Justice Lemons served
as the A. L. Philpott Distinguished
Adjunct Professor from 1998–2000
and the John Marshall Professor of
Judicial Studies from 2005-2007 at
the University of Richmond School of
Law. Since 2007, Chief Justice Lemons
has been the Distinguished Professor
of Judicial Studies at Washington and
Lee University School of Law, where he
teaches his extremely popular appellate
advocacy class.
Chief Justice Lemons has also been
very engaged in the American Inns of
Court. The mission of the American
Inns of Court is to inspire the legal
community to advance the rule of law
by achieving the highest level of professionalism through example, education,
and mentoring. In 2014, he finished two
terms as president of the American Inns
Of Court. He has also been the Master
of the Bench in both the John Marshall
Inn of Court and the Lewis F. Powell, Jr.
Inn of Court, and he was the president
of the John Marshall Inn of Court in
2002-2004. In 2008, he was awarded the
rare honor of being named an Honorary
Master of the Bench by the Middle
Temple Inn of Court in London.
Wyatt B. Durrette Jr., of
DurretteCrump PLC in Richmond,
wrote: “There are few who can match
Don’s contribution to the field of education in the legal profession and he is
highly deserving of this recognition.”

Chief Justice Donald W. Lemons

Among Chief Justice Lemon’s many
awards are the Virginia Trial Lawyers’
Distinguished Service Award (2012),
and the William Green Award for
Professional Excellence (2006), which
is the highest honor awarded by the
University of Richmond School of Law.
Chief Justice Lemons and his wife
Carol have three children, Christopher,
Virginia, and Amy; and six grandchildren. They live in Nelson County.
The award was established in 2012
to honor former Virginia State Bar president and founder of the Section on the
Education of Lawyers, William R. Rakes,
a senior partner with the Roanoke firm
of Gentry Locke.
The award, which is underwritten by
Gentry Locke, is to be presented in June
at the Virginia State Bar’s annual meeting in Virginia Beach.
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