VIRGINIA STATE BAR
Real Property Section
Minutes of the 2018 Winter Meeting of
the Board of Governors and Area Representatives
January 19, 2018

The 2018 Winter Meeting of the Board of Governors and Area Representatives of the
Virginia State Bar Real Property Section was held Friday, January 19, 2018, in the East Lounge
of the Williamsburg Inn in conjunction with a meeting of the Virginia Bar Association. The
meeting was called to order by Chairperson Whitney Levin at 1:00 p.m. Those present in person
introduced themselves. A sign-in sheet was circulated among those present in person. Those
attending by conference call were asked to email or send a text message to SecretaryTreasurer Ron Wiley. The list of attendees is attached to these minutes.
The minutes of the 2017 Fall Meeting had been circulated shortly after that meeting and
included in the 2018 Winter Meeting materials (Schedule 1). Those minutes were approved by
consensus with the corrections to prior meeting minutes being noted.
Chairperson Levin commented briefly on the financial report included in the 2018 Winter
Meeting materials (Schedules 2a and 2b). She reminded those attending in person to submit
their reimbursement requests promptly on the VSB expense voucher form included in the 2018
Winter Meeting materials. (The updated form with the 2018 mileage reimbursement rate was
distributed by email after the meeting.)
Membership Committee Chairperson Ron Wiley reported that four section leaders had
presented a 45-minute segment at the annual “First Day in Practice” program sponsored by the
Virginia State Bar in early December. (Note: the four speakers were not identified at the
meeting; they were Robert Hawthorne, Jr., Christina Meier, Lewis Biggs, and Ron Wiley.)
Membership Chair Wiley questioned whether the potential benefit to section membership was
outweighed by the time and effort involved in four or five section leaders planning and
presenting such a short segment. However, he also acknowledged the value of simply
supporting an important VSB program.
Richard Campbell introduced himself as a potential new Area Representative; he was
recommended by Susan Walker. Section Vice Chairperson Kay Creasman recommended Adam
Gregory to be a new Area Representative. Both were approved by unanimous vote. (Note: later
in the meeting during the reports from the substantive committees, Josh Johnson also was
suggested as a new Area Representative, potentially to chair the Common Interest Community
Committee; he introduced himself and was approved unanimously as a new Area
Representative.)
Fee Simple Editor and Committee Chairperson Steve Gregory had submitted a written
report included in the 2018 Winter Meeting materials (Schedule 5). Potential articles and
authors were discussed briefly.
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Programs Committee Co-Chairpersons Kathryn Byler and Blake Hegeman reported on
upcoming programs. The topics and speakers for the annual advanced real estate seminar in
Williamsburg had been finalized and registration would be opening. Section Chairperson
Whitney Levin and Virginia CLE® Representative Tracy Winn Banks reported it had been
determined the Virginia State Bar only would cover the cost of the pre-seminar lunch after the
2018 Spring Meeting for board members and area representatives; arrangements for the lunch
to include other seminar attendees were still considered but it appeared the lunch might only be
for board members and area representatives in 2018.
The dates and general locations for the annual real estate practice seminar were
confirmed. A brief discussion of possible topics included remarks by Susan Pesner counseling
careful consideration of the purposes of the seminars vis-à-vis the annual advanced seminar.
Section Chairperson Whitney Levin and Secretary-Treasurer Ron Wiley reported the
VSB Better Annual Meeting Committee had not accepted a joint program on affordable housing
suggested by the Local Government Law Section for presentation at the 2018 VSB Annual
Meeting in June, so the Real Property Section would not be sponsoring a CLE at the annual
VSB meeting this year.
Technology Committee Chairperson Mark Graybeal reported the committee had not met.
He mentioned an interest in Blockchain’s potential in real property systems and transactions. He
also indicated board member emails could be added to the section’s VSB webpage. (Note:
board emails were confirmed after the meeting for posting to the webpage.)
Reports of substantive committees were included in the 2018 Winter Meeting materials
(Schedules 6A, 6B, and 6C). No additional verbal reports were given.
Section Chairperson Whitney Levin reported that it had come to her attention that
Common Interest Community Committee Chairperson Jeremy Moss was leaving private
practice and might not be willing or able to continue chairing that committee. Josh Johnson was
suggested as a possible successor and he indicated his willingness to chair the committee if
asked. (See above note regarding appointment of Josh Johnson as an Area Representative.)
Ms. Levin will follow up with Jeremy Moss about continuing to chair the committee.
Section Chairperson Whitney Levin reported that Hon. W. Chapman Goodwin, Judge,
25 Judicial Circuit, had agreed to become the judicial liaison for the section. The selection of
Judge Goodwin was approved unanimously.
th

VBA Real Estate Council Chairperson Max Wiegard reported on the work of the VBA
Real Estate Council and encouraged members of the VSB Real Property Section to join the
VBA and its Real Estate Council.
Section Chairperson Whitney Levin and Vice Chairperson Kay Creasman reported they
had learned a future VSB “Virginia Lawyer” magazine could focus on real property law if the
section would commit to submitting a few general interest articles focusing on real property law
(see Schedule 7, included in the 2018 Winter Meeting materials); several possible article topics
were mentioned. Possible concerns with making it more difficult to continue publishing excellent

Page 2 of 4

Fee Simple issues for the section were discussed. Chairperson Levin appointed Vice
Chairperson Creasman to chair an ad hoc task force to consider the opportunity and solicit
articles for a “Virginia Lawyer” issue no sooner than October 2019.
Larry McElwain reported that the Traver Scholar Award committee had worked on
proposed committee bylaws which the section and VSB Council would need to approve. The
proposed bylaws were included in the 2018 Winter Meeting materials (Schedule 8) and will be
considered at the 2018 Spring Meeting, Friday, March 2. The committee will proceed less
formally as in the past with the selection of the 2018 recipient for presentation at the Friday
evening dinner for the annual advanced real estate seminar.
Items from the floor included 2018 Virginia General Assembly HB 1032 (included in the
2018 Winter Meeting materials, Schedule 9A), dealing with Virginia Code § 55-525.12, the
Virginia real property settlement anti-kickback statute and affiliated businesses. Steve Gregory
also mentioned HB 570 to prohibit disapproval of settlement agents registered under Chapter
27.3 of Title 55 of the Code of Virginia. Model legislation for remote online notarization
supported by the Mortgage Bankers Association and American Land Title Association was
mentioned and included in the 2018 Winter Meeting materials (Schedule 9B). Ron Wiley also
mentioned Virginia Bureau of Insurance Administrative Letter 2017-04 (Nov. 3, 2017) and a
notice from the Bureau of Insurance sent to title insurance agents dealing with charges for
closing protection letters.
The meeting adjourned at approximately 2:30 p.m. The 2018 Spring Meeting will be
Friday, March 2, at Kingsmill Resort in Williamsburg before the annual advanced real estate
seminar, probably at 10:30 a.m. Copies of reports and other materials included in the 2018
Winter Meeting materials and mentioned in these minutes are attached.
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VIRGINIA STATE BAR
Real Property Section
2018 Winter Meeting of
the Board of Governors and Area Representatives
January 19, 2018
Attendees
Officers and Board of Governors
Whitney Levin, Chair
Kay Creasman, Vice Chair
Ron Wiley, Secretary-Treasurer
Mark Graybeal
Blake Hegeman
Kathryn Byler
Rick Chess
Steve Gregory*
Lori Schweller*
Rosalie Doggett*
Ex Officio and Liaisons
Max Wiegard, VBA RE Council
Tracy Winn Banks, VaCLE
Area Representatives
Tom Lipscomb
Brian Dolan
Jeremy Root
Ben Leigh
Diana D’Alessandro
Susan Pesner
Page Williams
Cooper Youell
Will Homiller
Paula Caplinger
Rick Richmond
Wayne Glass
Ed Waugaman
Philip Hart
Larry McElwain
Harry Purkey
Susan Walker
Susan Siegfried
Steve Romine
Steve Blaine
Howard Gordon

Area Representatives*
Hope Payne
Mike Lafayette
Tara Boyd
Doug Dewing
Randy Howard
Jean Mumm
Bill Nusbaum
Ali Anwar
Christina Meier
Robert Hawthorne, Jr.
New Area Representatives
Richard Campbell
Josh Johnson
(* - attended remotely by conference call)
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