
One of the first lessons of any
Virginia procedure class in law
school has been the distinctions

between the law side and the equity side
of court. If you want only money
damages, file a motion for judgment on

the law side, to be decided by a judge. If
you want an injunction or declaratory
relief, use a bill of complaint filed on the
equity side, to be decided by the same
judge, whom we now call a chancellor.

Not for long. As of January 1, the

law and equity sides of court will
unite—to some extent. A single form of
civil action will be adopted in the
Commonwealth, to be filed as a
Complaint, with a unified set of
procedural rules. No more Section 2 of
the rules for the equity side and Section
3 of the rules for the law side. In spite of
this change in form, the distinctions will
be preserved, depending on what
remedies the plaintiff seeks. If a plaintiff
seeks an injunction, his right to a jury
will remain limited as it is now. The
elements and requirements for equitable
causes of action and legal causes of
action will not change.

The essential purpose of unification
is to take away a large and time-honored
pitfall for litigants who, after making an
initial decision about which side of court
to use, later find themselves precluded
from certain claims and remedies as a
result of that decision. Under the new
system, litigants will always be on the
right side of court. 
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One Side Now:
Law and Equity United, But Not Exactly Merged

Christopher E. Gatewood

In the wake of natural disasters or other
national crises, young lawyers acro s s
the Commonwealth answer the call for

help by volunteering with Vi rg i n i a
E m e rgency Legal Services (“VELS”) to
p rovide free legal assistance to those
a ffected by the disaster. The re c e n t
hurricanes that devastated the Gulf Coast
a re no exception.

VELS is a collaborative effort between
the Vi rginia State Bar Young Lawyers
C o n f e rence and the Vi rginia Bar
Association Young Lawyers Division. In
the past several months, VELS has
conducted several CLEs to train new
volunteers, one of which included over
one hundred participants, to assist in the
recovery efforts associated with
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Up to 10,000
individuals affected by Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita have re g i s t e red through the
Federal Emergency Management Agency

with Vi rginia addresses. These individuals
a re being mailed notification of VELS’s
services. When an individual calls VELS to
request assistance, a volunteer will be
assigned to provide the necessary
assistance. VELS anticipates that the
individuals affected by Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita will need legal assistance with
insurance, housing, consumer issues, lost
documents, and probate. 

If you are interested in volunteering
with Vi rginia Emergency Legal Services,
please contact Jeff Geiger at (804) 783-7284
or jgeiger@sandsanderson.com. 

Emergency Legal Services: Responding To
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita

Chris Gatewood is a litigation
associate at Hirschler Fleischer P.C.
in Richmond. You can reach him at
cgatewood@hf-law.com.Lesley Pate is an associate at

Venable LLP, where she practices in
the labor and employment group of
the firm. You can reach her at 
lapate@venable.com.

Lesley A. Pate
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In the wake of the devastation caused by hurricane
Katrina, we have seen the decency of a loving and
giving people who have made the grief of

strangers their own. When catastrophic circ u m s t a n c e s
beyond our control occur in life, it’s easy to feel
hopeless and like giving up. Yet, as young lawyers—
leaders in our families, communities, Vi rginia and
a c ross the world—we must broadcast the message
that the promise of the future is limitless. Realizing
this promise, however, cannot be accomplished if we
allow the bustle of our prosperity and past successes
to silence us into complacency. As Young Lawyers,
Vi rginians and Americans, our future pro g re s s
depends on our efforts today.

Today, the Young Lawyers’ presence in our
p rofession and in communities across Vi rginia is
s t rong. Through our hard work, we are able to
p rovide programs that bring hope, peace, civility,
democracy and humanity to life. Perhaps most
important, as Young Lawyers, we are doing our part
to assist in efforts of promoting fundamental values.
T h rough our labors, first responders across Vi rg i n i a
a re receiving simple wills, advanced medical
d i rectives and powers of attorney at no cost to them;
women and men who find themselves in violent
domestic situations have access to re s o u rc e s ,
i n f o rmation, and attorneys who will assist them in
starting a new life; our senior citizens have

i n f o rmation that will assist them in planning for their
f u t u re; voters across Vi rginia have bro c h u re s
p roviding an overview of their rights and
responsibilities, ensuring that the coveted right to
vote is always protected; victims of natural disasters,
not only in Vi rginia but across America, benefit fro m
lawyers trained by the Young Lawyers Conference to
mobilize and provide much needed legal and
emotional support. These are only a sampling of the
services of the YLC. 

As the 2005–2006 Young Lawyers Confere n c e
P resident, I am honored to have the opportunity to
lead an organization committed not only to serving
the bar but helping our communities look forward to
the promise of the future. I am so proud to see the
t i reless efforts and personal sacrifice of the young
lawyers across Vi rginia who through their volunteer
hours and personal contributions today, are ensuring
that the promise of the future is in fact limitless. 

I encourage those involved to continue the good
work and if you can, to do more. I invite those of you
who have not yet volunteered with us to share the
w o n d e rful rewards that service brings. Our pro g r a m s
a re outlined in this issue of the Docket Call and on the
YLC’s Web page at w w w. va y o u n g l a w y e r s. c o m. 

Message from the Pre s i d e n t
Jimmy F. Robinson Jr.

Q Once again, I am defending my
client against a federal complaint
filed by Casper, the pro se serial

filer. The problem this time is that his briefs
read like a law review article (for good or
bad) and his pleadings are articulate and,
darn it, well reasoned. The bottom line:
Casper has gotten the assistance of a friendly
ghost-writer. So what’s the problem you say?
Well, for one thing, the court continues to
a fford Casper the benefit of the doubt
because “after all, he is not represented 
by counsel.”

AWell, I can see why the specter of
ghost-writing is dispiriting! Even as discussion continues
over proposed rule changes concerning the “unbundling”

of legal services, an attorney’s undisclosed
preparation of pleadings on behalf of pro se
parties is troubling. As one court noted, the
practice of ghost-writing (1) exploits the
d e f e rence afforded p ro se parties, (2)
nullifies the certification re q u i re m e n t s
required when signing and filing pleadings,
and (3) circumvents the requirements for
appearing and withdrawing as counsel.
Laremont-Lopez v. Southeastern Tidewater
Opportunity Ctr., 968 F. Supp. 1075, 1077-78
(E.D. Va. 1997). 

The ethical issues concern fairness to
opposing counsel, candor to the courts and

misrepresentation. See Virginia Rules of Professional Conduct
3.4(d), 8.4(c). For example, where a court’s rules require that
drafters of pleadings disclose their identity, the preparation of a
ghost pleading may well violate that stricture. Legal Ethics
Opinion 1592. However, preparing a pleading should not be
confused with providing a form, so long as no assistance is given
in completing the form. Legal Ethics Opinion 1761. 

Understandably, many pro se parties wish to represent
themselves because of cost, preference or otherwise, but may still
want to obtain the assistance of an attorney with respect to certain
issues. Proposed changes to the rules would accommodate that
desire and permit a lawyer to provide discrete tasks to an
unrepresented party, such as preparing a brief, but require that
disclosure of that assistance be made. As the court found in
Laremont-Lopez, “the practice of ghost-writing legal documents to
be filed with the Court by litigants designated as proceeding pro
se is inconsistent with the procedural, ethical and substantive
rules of this Court.” 968 F. Supp. at 1080.   

Legal Ethics Corner

YO U
MA K E
the 

CA L L

Jeffrey Hamilton Geiger

We All Can Make a Difference

Jeff Geiger is a Principle in the Richmond office of
Sands Anderson Marks & Miller, P.C. You may reach him at
jgeiger@sandsanderson.com.
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FIRST CIRCUIT
City: Chesapeake

STEPHEN L. MCPHERSON
(757) 226-4327
stepmcp@regent.edu

Board Liaison: Bobby Richman

SECOND CIRCUIT
City: Virginia Beach
Counties: Accomack, Northhampton

SCOTT C. ALLEMAN
(757) 427-4401
salleman@oca.vbgov.com

Board Liaison: Bobby Richman

THIRD CIRCUIT
City: Portsmouth

PAUL HERNANDEZ
(757) 461-4900
prhknlegal.com

Board Liaison: Bobby Richman

FOURTH CIRCUIT
City: Norfolk

SALLY-ANN KASS
(757) 625-1775

Board Liaison: Bobby Richman

FIFTH CIRCUIT
Cities: Franklin, Suffolk
Counties: Isle of Wight, Southampton

DAWN L. SERAFINE
(757) 687-7500
Dawn.serafine@troutmansanders.com

Board Liaison: Amy VanFossen

SIXTH CIRCUIT
Cities: Emporia, Hopewell
Counties: Prince George, Surry,

Sussex, Greenville, Brunswick

THOMAS E. KEGLEY
(434) 348-4285
tekegley@yahoo.com

Board Liaison: Amy VanFossen

SEVENTH CIRCUIT
City: Newport News

MATTHEW D. MEADOWS
757) 8125
mmeadows@jbwk.com

Board Liaison: Josh David

EIGHTH CIRCUIT
City: Hampton

[VACANT]

Board Liaison: Josh David

NINTH CIRCUIT
City: Williamsburg
Counties: York, James City,

Charles City, New Kent,
Gloucester, Matthews,
Middlesex, King William,
King & Queen

LAURA RUGLESS
(757) 229-1200 

Board Liaison: Amy VanFossen

TENTH CIRCUIT
C o u n t i e s : Ap p o m a t t ox , Bu c k i n g h a m ,

C h a rl o t t e , Cu m b e rl a n d ,
Ha l i f a x , Lu n e n b u r g ,
Me c k l e n b u r g , Prince Ed w a rd

[VACANT]

Board Liaison: Brent Saunders

ELEVENTH CIRCUIT
City: Petersburg
Counties: Dinwiddie, Nottoway,

Amelia, Powhatan

KEN A. BLALOCK
(804) 861-8899
kblalock875@yahoo.com

Board Liaison: Jennifer McClellan

TWELFTH CIRCUIT
City: Colonial Heights
County: Chesterfield

VANESSA JONES
(804) 796-1000
vjones@barnesbatzli.com

Board Liaison: Jennifer McClellan

THIRTEENTH CIRCUIT
City: Richmond

BENITA ELLEN
(804) 788-8200
bellen@hunton.com

KRISTIN P. WALINSKI
(804) 527-4142
kristin_walinski@circuitcity.com 

Board Liaison: Rita Davis 

FOURTEENTH CIRCUIT
County: Henrico

DANIELLE D. GIROUX
(804) 762-8006
Dgiroux@hccw.com

CARLOTTA THOMPSON-DOZIER
(804) 501-5862
tho@co.henrico.va.us 

Board Liaison: Meredith Miles

2005–2006 Circuit Representatives
In 1983, the Young Lawyers Conference established a statewide network of circuit representatives appointed from each of the
state’s 31 judicial circuits. This network is designed to meet three objectives: (1) to provide a liaison between practicing young
lawyers on the local level and the Young Lawyers Conference board of governors, (2) to promote statewide communication and
participation among young lawyers in the projects and activities of the conference, and (3) to increase the quantity and quality of
public service legal programming throughout the state.

The primary responsibility of each circuit representative is to organize and carry out an annual project for young lawyers in 
his or her judicial circuit. These projects have ranged from CLE programs to community service projects to Young Lawyers
Conference membership projects. Often, two or three circuits combine their efforts to attract a broader audience for the programs.
In recent years, circuit representatives have also served as local liaisons for the VSB/VBA Emergency Legal Services Response Plan,
helping coordinate the delivery of emergency legal services when the plan is activated in their locality.

If you are interested in becoming a circuit representative or assisting with any of the projects of the YLC, please contact any Young
Lawyers Conference board member or your circuit representative.
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One of the lesser-used but very effective motions in civil
practice is the Motion Craving Oyer. This motion dates
back to the common law where a deed or instrument

that was sued upon was literally read aloud in Court. Today, a
Motion Craving Oyer is used to force plaintiffs to attach
documents to pleadings that were not initially filed. By forc i n g
the plaintiff to add documents to the pleading, the Court can use
these documents in ruling on a demurre r.

A classic illustration where a Motion Craving Oyer should
be used is when a plaintiff asserts a breach of contract claim but
does not attach the contract to the Motion for Judgment. The
written contract might contain provisions that are a complete
defense as a matter of law to a breach of contract claim.
H o w e v e r, on demurre r, a Court may only look at the Plaintiff ’ s
pleading and any exhibits to determine if the plaintiff has stated
a cause of action.

A successful Motion Craving Oyer forces the plaintiff to
p roduce the written contract and add it to the pleading. With the
contract added to the pleading, the Court can properly consider
it in ruling on a demurre r. Where the contract contains a

complete defense to a breach of contract claim, the defendant
can have the breach of contract claim dismissed on demurrer for
f a i l u re to state a claim.

A Motion Craving Oyer can be used to force the plaintiff to
attach any document that forms the basis of a claim to a
pleading. Another example is where contracts, advertisements,
b ro c h u res, or other literature can be added to the pleadings on
a fraud claim. Of course, a defendant cannot demand that the
p l a i n t i ff attach all documents retrieved from discovery to a
pleading. But a defendant can, and should, demand that all
operative documents providing the basis for a claim be added
to the pleading.

Motions Craving Oyer are not used often, but when used
e ffectively to support a demurre r, they can save your client a
t remendous amount of time and money.   

See You in Court
News and Practice Tips for Virginia Litigators

Don’t Forget to Crave Oyer
Michael R. Spitzer II

Discontented Shareholders Beware—That Dissolution Action Can Backfire

Mike Spitzer is a litigation associate at Hirschler
F l e i s c h e r, PC, in Richmond. He can be reached at
m s p i t z e r @ h f - l a w . c o m .

Anew provision in the Vi rginia corporate code, eff e c t i v e
since July 1, can cause a shareholder's suit for dissolution
of a non-public Vi rginia corporation to backfire. The new

p rovision can force the shareholder to sell its interest to the
corporation or to other shareholders at whatever price an
appraiser determines. This new provision can create a trap for
the unwary share h o l d e r, but corporations can opt out of this
f o rced sale provision in their articles of incorporation.

If a shareholder in a non-public Vi rginia corporation brings
suit to dissolve it under Va. Code Sec. 13.1-747, whether because
of (i) deadlock, (ii) waste/misapplication of corporate assets or
(iii) director conduct that is illegal, oppressive or fraudulent, the
corporation now has a right, essentially irrevocable under 13.1-
749.1, to buy the petitioning shareholder's shares. If the
corporation does not, the other shareholders can exercise this
option to purchase. This can come as a surprise to a petitioning

s h a re h o l d e r, who may or may not have viewed cashing in her
s h a res as the goal of her dissolution suit. 

The statute allows the corporation or shareholders to elect
to purchase the shares of the petitioning share h o l d e r, and this
election gives the corporation or other shareholder(s) the right
to purchase them at "fair market value". The statute provides a
timeframe for exercising the option to buy out the petitioning
s h a re h o l d e r, and also contemplates judicial appointment of an
appraiser to determine the fair market value of the share s .

The only apparent escape from the statutory forced sale
mechanism is a judge's finding that it would be inequitable.
Because this judicial escape route is far from certain in any given
case, opting out of the forced sale mechanism by provision in
the articles of incorporation appears to be the only pre d i c t a b l e
way to avoid it.   

Corporate Corner
News of Interest to Virginia Transactional Attorneys

continued on page 8
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Lesley A. Pate
At-large Representative 

Venable LLP
575 7th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20004
(202) 344-8033

Fax: (202) 344-8300 

Meredith B. Miles
At-Large Representative 

Philip Morris USA 
6601 West Broad Street 

Richmond, VA 23261-6603 
(804) 484-8901

Additional 
Board Members

Joshua David
1st District Representative 
David, Kamp & Frank, L.L.C.

Suite 105
739 Thimble Shoals Boulevard

Newport News, VA 23606
(757) 595-4500

Fax: (757) 595-6723

Bradley Dalton
10th District Representative 

Jackson & Associates
227 North Main Street

Hillsville, VA 24343-0130
(276) 728-3737

Fax: (276) 728-3133 

Daniel Gray
5th District Representative 
Cooper Ginsberg Gray PLLC 

Suite 520 
10201 Lee Highway 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
(703) 934-1480 

Fax: (703) 934-1479 

Carson Sullivan
At-Large Representative 
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky 

& Walker LLP
875 15th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20004
(202) 551-1809

Fax: (202) 551-0209

Rita Davis
3rd District Representative 
8068 Garden Creek Court
Mechanicsville, VA 23111

(804) 788-8261
Fax: (804) 788-8218

Gina Marine
4th District Representative 

4518-B 28th Road, S
Arlington, VA 22206

(703) 277-9700
Fax: (703) 591-1579

Louis “Bobby” Richman
2nd District Representative 
Glasser and Glasser, P.L.C.

Suite 600
580 East Main Street

Norfolk, VA 23510-2212
(757) 533-5555

Fax: (757) 533-9009

Shawn A. Copeland 
Secretary

Carrell Rice & Rigsby
Forest Plaza II, Suite 310
7275 Glen Forest Drive
Richmond, VA 23226

(804) 285-7900
Fax: (804) 285-8925

Amy M. P. VanFossen 
6th District Representative 

The Law Firm of Thomas L. H u n t e r
& A s s o c i a t e s

6512 Main Stre e t , Court Circ l e
P. O. Box 327

G l o u c e s t e r, VA 23061
(804) 694-0560

Fa x : (804) 693-3343

DISTRICT JUDICIAL COURTS

WITHIN DISTRICT

1 1, 3, 5, 7, 8
2 2, 4
3 6, 11, 12, 13, 14
4 17, 18
5 19, 31

DISTRICT JUDICIAL COURTS

WITHIN DISTRICT

6 9, 15
7 16, 20, 26
8 23, 25
9 10, 21, 22, 24
10 27, 28, 29, 30

Young Lawyers
Conference Districts

Vicki L. Wiese 
8th District Representative 

Frith Law Firm, PC
303 Washington Avenue, SW 

Roanoke, VA 24016 
(540) 985-0098

M. Brent Saunders 
9th District Representative 

Daniel, Vaughn Medley & Smith 
110 N. Union Street 
Danville, VA 24541 

(434) 792-3911 

Savalle C. Sims
Immediate Past President 

Arent Fox PLLC
Fifth Floor

1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

(202) 857-6000
Fax: (202) 857-6395

Maya M. Eckstein 
President-elect

Hunton & Williams
Riverfront Plaza, East Tower

951 East Byrd Street
Richmond, VA 23219-4074

(804) 788-8788
Fax: (804) 344-4630

Jerry L. Hall
At-Large Representative 

Hunton & Williams
Suite 1700

1751 Pinnacle Drive
McLean, VA 22102

(703) 714-7630
Fax: (703) 714-7410
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Jimmy F. Robinson 
President

LeClair Ryan, PC
Riverfront Plaza East Tower

951 East Byrd Street
Richmond, VA 23219 

(804) 783-7540
Fax: (804) 783-7641

Kelly Collins Ashby
7th District Representative 
110 North Braddock Street

P.O. Box 115
Winchester, VA 22604

(540) 722-2300
Fax: (540) 722-3174

Jennifer McClellan
At-Large Representative 

Verizon Corporation
11th Floor

600 East Main Street
Richmond, VA 23219

(804) 772-1512
Fax: (804) 772-2143

2005–2006 YO U N G LAW Y E R S CO N F E R E N C E

BOA R D O F GOV E R N O R S
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FIFTEENTH CIRCUIT
City: Fredericksburg
Counties: King George, Stafford,

Spotsylvania, Caroline,
Hanover, Westmoreland,
Richmond, Essex, Lancaster,
Northumberland

MICHAEL HYMAN
(540) 972-7600
mahyma@hotmail.com

Board Liaison: Gina Marine

SIXTEENTH CIRCUIT
City: Charlottesville
C o u n t i e s : Ma d i s o n , Gre e n e , Al b e m a rl e ,

Fl u va n n a , Go o c h l a n d ,
L o u i s a , Ora n g e , Cu l p e p e r

DALE B. DURRER
(540) 727-3441
Ddurrer@culpepercounty.gov

Board Liaison: Meredith Miles

SEVENTEENTH CIRCUIT
City: Falls Church
County: Arlington

AUDRA HALE-MATTOX
(703) 394-2272
Ahale-mattox@wcsr.com 

Board Liaison: Jerry Hall

EIGHTEENTH CIRCUIT
City: Alexandria

DANIELLE BRIDGEFORTH
(703) 519-8080
dbridgeforth@doctoratlaw.com

Board Liaison: Carson Sullivan

NINETEENTH CIRCUIT
City: Fairfax
County: Fairfax

RICHARD D. HOLZHEIMER
(703) 641-4205
rholzheimer@reedsmith.com

JENNIFER R. PORTER
(703) 639-1042 
jporter@vacoxmail.com 

Board Liaison: Dan Gray

TWENTIETH CIRCUIT
Counties: Loudon, Fauquier,

Rappahannock

[VACANT]

Board Liaison: Lesley Pate

TWENTY-FIRST CIRCUIT
City: Martinsville
Counties: Patrick, Henry
ERIC H. MONDAY

(540) 694-2049
emonday@adelphia.net

Board Liaison: Brent Saunders

TWENTY-SECOND CIRCUIT
City: Danville
Counties: Pittsylvania, Franklin
TREVOR A. MOE

(434) 793-8200
MoeT@ClementWheatley.com

Board Liaison: Brent Saunders

TWENTY-THIRD CIRCUIT
City: Roanoke, Salem
Counties: Roanoke

RICHARD D. SCOTT
(540) 777-6900
rscott@leclairryan.com

ELIZABETH G. PERROW
(540) 343-2451
eperrow@wootenhart.com 

Board Liaison: Vicki Wiese

TWENTY-FOURTH CIRCUIT
Cities: Lynchburg, Bedford
Counties: Nelson, Amherst,Campbell,

Bedford

VIRGINIA TROST-THORNTON
(434) 528-4222

Board Liaison: Vicki Wiese

TWENTY-FIFTH CIRCUIT
Cities: Covington, Lexington,

Staunton, Buena Vista, Clifton
Forge, Waynesboro

Counties: Highland, Augusta,
Rockbridge, Bath, Alleghany,
Botetourt, Craig

LAWRENCE “CHIP” MUIR
(540) 463-7337
lmuir@lexrockca.net

Board Liaison: Kelly Ashby

TWENTY-SIXTH CIRCUIT
Cities: Harrisonburg, Winchester
Counties: Frederick, Clarke,

Shenandoah, Page,
Rockingham, Warren

COURTNEY H. WARNER
(540) 535-2001
cehoben@aol.com

Board Liaison: Kelly Ashby

TWENTY-SEVENTH CIRCUIT
Cities: Galax, Radford
Counties: Pulaski, Wythe, Carroll,

Grayson, Montgomery, Floyd,
Giles, Bland

NATHANIEL H. LYONS
(276) 728-7082

Board Liaison: Bradley Dalton 

TWENTY-EIGHTH CIRCUIT
City: Bristol
Counties: Smyth, Washington 

CAMERON S. BELL
(276) 623-4421
cbell@pennstuart.com

Board Liaison: Bradley Dalton

TWENTY-NINTH CIRCUIT
Counties: Giles, Bland, Tazewell,

Buchanan, Russell,
Dickenson

SHEILA JANE WEIMER
(276) 988-7541 x512
shelia_weimer@adelphia.net

Board Liaison: Bradley Dalton

THIRTIETH CIRCUIT
City: Norton
Counties: Wise, Scott, Lee

KRISTIN DEAN
(276) 679-1833
deankris@netaddress.com 

Board Liaison: Bradley Dalton

THIRTY-FIRST CIRCUIT
Cities: Manassas, Manassas Park
County: Prince William

CAMERONNE MARY POWELL
Compton & Duling, L.C.
14914 Jefferson Davis Highway
Woodbridge, VA 22191
(703) 690-6800

JENNIFER BETH ZARY
Smith Hudson Carluzzo Moorstein 

McIntosh, P.C.
9403 Grant Avenue
Manassas, VA 20110
(703) 361-0776

Board Liaison: Jerry Hall
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SERVICE TO THE BAR

ADMISSION AND ORIENTATION 
CEREMONY
This committee is responsible for organizing and
staging a special ceremony sponsored twice a year
by the Conference at which time all newly licensed
attorneys are given the opportunity to appear
before the Supreme Court of Virginia to be admitted
to practice in the courts of Vi r g i n i a . Because the
Court sits in Richmond, this committee typically is
comprised principally of young lawyers practicing in
the metropolitan Richmond area.

Contact: Christy E. Kiely, Co-Chair
(804) 788-7365
ckiely@hunton.com

Joseph S. Hall, Co-Chair
(804) 775-1414

ANNUAL MEETING
ATHLETICS 
This committee is responsible for organizing the
“Run in the Sun” 5 kilometer foot race and the
“Beach Volley Follies” volleyball tournament, all
sponsored by the Conference during the Bar’s
Annual Meeting in June.

Contact: Maureen Danker, Chair
(703) 442-0888
mdanker@crkblaw.com

ANNUAL MEETING
PROGRAMS
This committee plans the CLE program that takes
place during the VSB Annual Meeting held in
Virginia Beach each June. The program typically
occurs on Friday morning and is a CLE of particu-
lar interest to Young Lawyers. It is also responsible
for lining up a band for the dance sponsored by
the conference during the meeting, and for han-
dling details of any other scheduled social events.

Contact: Demian McGarry, Chair
(703) 549-5551
dmcgarry@carlberglaw.com

BENCH/BAR CELEBRATION DINNER
This event, to be held this year on March 17 in con-
junction with the annual Professional
Development Conference, provides an informal,
relaxed event at which young lawyers, and espe-
cially young women and minority lawyers, are
given the rare opportunity to “mix and mingle”
with prominent members of the legal community.
The Dinner is also an opportunity to meet with and
recognize the recently appointed female and
minority members of the Virginia judiciary.

Contact: Meredith B. Miles, Liaison
(804) 484-8901
meredith.b.miles@pmusa.com

BOARD MATCH
Provides an opportunity for local non-profit orga-
nizations to solicit new board members and par-
ticipation by young lawyers in their area.

Contact: Jerry Hall, Chair
(703) 714-7630
jhall@hunton.com

NEWSLETTER/DOCKET CALL
The editor and editorial board of the Docket Call
publish four issues of the Conference’s newsletter
each year. This award-winning newsletter contains
information about the Conference’s activities and
other information of particular interest to young
lawyers, is circulated to every member of the
Conference.

Contact: Christopher E. Gatewood,
Chair
(804) 771-9595
cgatewood@hf-law.com

FIRST DAY IN PRACTICE SEMINAR
In conjunction with the General Practice Section,
this committee plans and implements the First Day
in Practice Seminar for new lawyers, which is tra-
ditionally held the day after the Fall Admission and
Orientation Ceremony.

Contact: Vanessa Jones, Chair
(804) 796-1000
vjones@barnesbatzli.com

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
CONFERENCE
The 2006 YLC Professional Development
Conference will be held on March 17 and 18 at
U.Va.’s Darden School in Charlottesville. The
career development program this year is “DIY—
Your Career-Building Toolkit.” The committee is
looking for volunteers to assist with the event
and encourages all Virginia young lawyers to
attend for the education, networking, and CLE
credits provided at the PDC.

Contact: Audra Hale-Maddox, 
Co-Chair
(703) 394-2272
ahale-maddox@wcsr.com

William Boyle Porter,
Co-Chair
(703) 691-1235
wporter@blankeith.com

WE THE JURY—A VIEW FROM THE BOX
Building on the success of last year's first We Th e
Jury—A View From the Box program, this year we
plan to roll the program out to various venues
across Vi r g i n i a . Through this program, the Y L C
exposes young lawyers to the attitudes, o p i n i o n s
and impressions held by actual jurors who served
on jury cases in Vi r g i n i a . The program explores the
the overall trust in the court system and case-relat-
ed va r i a b l e s, views of expert testimony in cases, a n d
the jurors’ general perceptions of the trial process.
Demographic variables like race, a g e, religion and
social economic status will be explored.

Contact: Kelly Ashby, Chair
(540) 722-2300
kashby@ntelos.net
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PEER MEDIATION
Young lawyers inform Middle and High School stu-
dents of the importance of managing conflict. Th e
committee assists school staffs with providing a
forum with set standards and guidelines for conflict
r e s o l u t i o n . Student mediators receive certificates of
appreciation from the YLC at the end of the school
year for their dedication and commitment to improv-
ing the social climate in their schools.

Contact: Sona Rewari, Chair
(703) 714-7512
srewari@hunton.com

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE HANDBOOK:
The YLC will partner with a group with which we
have had success in years past, the Senior Lawyers
Conference. We will cooperate to inform the citi-
zens of Virginia on how and where to seek
answers and assistance, through a handbook for
those interested in Probate and estate
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , s p e c i f i c a l l y, W i l l s, A d va n c e
Directives and Powers of A t t o r n e y.

Contact: Amy VanFossen, Chair
(804) 694-0560
avanfossen@thomaslhunter.com

PLANNING YOUR CAREER IN THE LAW
PILOT PROGRAM
This year we plan to begin a new YLC program by
partnering with one of Virginia’s law schools to roll
out a Town-Hall-meeting type program, designed
to expose second year law students to various
careers that are available to them after graduating
from law school.

STUDENTS DAY AT THE CAPITOL
This committee organizes efforts to teach children
about the judiciary, including coordinating a visit
to the capitol in Richmond.

Contact: Christy E. Kiely, Chair
(804) 788-7365
ckiely@hunton.com

VOTER EDUCATION
The Young Lawyers Conference has teamed with
the Virginia State Board of Elections to ensure the
distribution of Virginia Voter Rights and
Responsibility brochures. These brochures are pro-
vided to the public to clearly outline their voter
rights, as well as their responsibilities in protecting
those rights.

Contact: Jacqueline S. McClenney, 
Chair
(804) 344-6328
jmcclenney-neal@morrismorris.com

WILLS FOR HEROES
In response to the events of September 11, 2001,
this program allows the legal community to show
its appreciation for the efforts and sacrifices made
by firefighters, police, sheriffs and emergency med-
ical technicians (“First Responders”). This commit-
tee provides simple wills, advanced medical direc-
tives, and powers of attorneys to first responders
on a pro bono basis.

Contact: Erin S. Whaley, Chair
(804) 697-1389
Fax: (202) 508-9700

COMMISSIONS

CHILDREN AND THE LAW
This committee was formed to assess current pro-
grams designed to meet the legal needs of chil-
dren. It is also charged with developing new pro-
jects to address the unmet legal needs of children.

Contact: Amy VanFossen, Chair
(804) 694-0560
avanfossen@thomaslhunter.com

PRO BONO
This commission was formed to assess current pro
bono programs and to develop programs designed
to improve the quantity and quality of pro bono
activities of young lawyers.

Contact: Carson Sullivan, Chair
(202) 508-9500
carsonsullivan@paulhastings.com

WOMEN & MINORITIES IN THE PROFESSION
This commission was formed to assess current pro-
grams and to develop new programs to address
the particular issues facing women and minority
young lawyers.

Contact: Jacqueline S. McClenney, 
Chair
(804) 344-6328
jmcclenney-neal@morrismorris.com
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SERVICE TO PUBLIC

COMMUNITY LAW WEEK
Promotes the ABA’s Law Day theme each year
through programs during the first week in May
devoted to enhancing awareness and appreciation
of the role of law in American life. The committee
works in part through through local bar associa-
tions, on a statewide basis. Included among the
activities are presentations in the media, and pub-
lic programs, through schools and other forums.

Contact: Usha Koduru, Chair
(804) 786-1840
ukoduru@oag.state.va.us

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SAFETY PROJECT
The DVSP distributes a Safety Brochure and a
Legal Pamphlet to domestic violence victims
statewide and trains attorneys to provide pro bono
representation to domestic violence victims.

Contact: Christy Kiely, Chair
Hunton & Williams
(804) 788-7365
ckiely@hunton.com

EMERGENCY LEGAL SERVICES
Together with the V BA - Y L D, this committee has
developed and implemented a statewide Emergency
Legal Services Response Plan, which includes train-
ing volunteers and working with other bar organiza-
tions to establish communication plans and provide
emergency legal services in the event of natural dis-
asters and other declared emergencies.

Contact: Jeffrey H. Geiger, Co-Chair
(804) 783-7248
jgeiger@sandsanderson.com

Barrett Lucy, Co-Chair
(540) 983-9300
barrett_lucy@gentrylocke.com

IMMIGRANT OUTREACH
This committee designs projects, including the
I m m i g r a nt O u t r e a c h - E d u c a t i o n R e g a r d i n g
Deportation Ramifications of Criminal Convictions
program to (1) educate members of the bar
regarding immigration law issues and (2) reach
out to Vi r g i n i a ’s immigrant population.

Contact: Sarah Louppe Petcher, Chair
(703) 277-9799
sarahlouppe@yahoo.com

JUVENILE JUSTICE/ YOUTH RIGHTS HANDBOOK
This year, the YLC will assist the Just Children’s
Program of the Legal Aid Justice Center in
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e, Virginia with the completion of its
handbook on Youth Rights. The handbook, s p e a r-
headed by Andy Block, will try to identify and
explain the rights of juvenile in three important
a r e n a s : 1) Schools; 2) Police Custody, and 3) Courts.

Contact: Lesley A. Pate, Chair
(202) 344-8033
lapate@venable.com 

MINORITY PRE-LAW PROJECT 
This committee presents a one-day seminar that
exposes college students, especially minority
s t u d e n t s, to many aspects of a legal career. Fr o m
L S AT prep courses, mock law school classes, a n d
a mock trial, to panel discussions with the
b e n c h , b a r, and law students, this course pro-
vides valuable information to Virginia students
considering a career in the law.

Contact: Samantha Ahuja, Co-Chair
(202) 857-4528

Tomika N. Stevens, Co-Chair
tnstevens@juno.com

NO BILLS NIGHT
Annual No Bills Nights enable members of the
p u b l i c , throughout Vi r g i n i a , to raise legal issues
and to seek information regarding their legal
r i g h t s, without cost. This year the YLC plans to put
on programs in A b i n g d o n , C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e,
D a n v i l l e / M a r t i n s v i l l e, Ly n c h b u r g , Fr e d e r i c k s b u r g ,
Northern Vi r g i n i a , S t a u n t o n / L e x i n g t o n , R i c h m o n d ,
R o a n o ke, Ti d e water and W i n c h e s t e r / H a r r i s o n b u r g .
Several programs are broadcast on local
television stations.

Contact: Darren W. Bentley, 
Statewide Chair
(434) 793-8200
bentleyd@clementwheatley.com

Regional Chairs:
(1) Abingdon

Cameron Bell
(276) 623-4407
cbell@pennstuart.com

(2) Charlottesville
M. Bryan Slaughter
(804) 977-3390
mslaughter@mhlrt.com

(3) Danville
Darren W. Bentley
(434) 793-8200
bentleyd@clementwheatley.com 

(4) Fredericksburg
[Vacant]

(5) Lexington/Staunton
[Vacant]

(6) Lynchburg
[Vacant]

(7) Martinsville
[Vacant]

(8) Northern VA
Richard D. Holzheimer
(703) 641-4205
rholzheimer@reedsmith.com

(9) Richmond
Mary E. (Betsy) Davis
(804) 788-0624
mdavis@spottsfain.com

(10) Roanoke
Victor S. “Dinny” Skaff III
(540) 983-9464
victor–skaff@gentrylocke.com 

(11) Tidewater
Julia E. Keller
(757) 640-9396
Jkeller@glasserlaw.com

(12) Winchester
(Vacant)

OLIVER HILL/SAMUEL TUCKER 
PRE-LAW INSTITUTE 
The Virginia State Bar Young Lawyers Conference
in conjunction with the Millennium Diversity
Initiative and the University of Richmond T. C .
Williams School of Law has designed a program,
the Oliver Hill/Samuel Tu c ker Law Institute, t o
facilitate diversity in the legal profession. Th e
program permits at-risk, minority students to
attend a week long comprehensive seminar that
exposes and encourages them to become mem-
bers of the legal profession.

Contact: Jacqueline S. McClenney, 
Chair
(804) 916 -7135 
j a c q u e l i n e. m c c l e n n e y @ l e c l a i r r y a n . c o m

M a n d a t o ry Continuing Legal Education
MCLE R E P O RTING D E A D L I N E :

December 15, 2005
MCLE REPORTING DEADLINE: December 15 , 2005—Failure to certify the re q u i red 12 CLE hours 
including 2 hours in ethics/professionalism by December 15, 2005 will result in a $50 late filing fee. 

( P a rt 6, Section IV, paragraph 19, Rules of the Vi rginia Supreme Court )

Check your MCLE Record on-line at w w w. v s b. o rg / m c l e / m c l e _ re c o rd . h t m l
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Address Change?
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CONFERENCE
MARCH 17 AND 18, 2006

THE DARDEN SCHOOL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA.

Topic: “DIY—Your 
Career-Building Toolkit.”

Come to the PDC for networking with Virginia's young
lawyers, low-cost CLE, and expert speakers on topics
relevant to young lawyers.

The PDC Committee is also looking for volunteers to assist
with the event. To register or to help with the PDC, contact
co-chairs Audra Hale-Maddox, at ahale-maddox@wcsr.com,
or Bill Porter, at wporter@blankeith.com

MINORITY PRE-LAW
CONFERENCE

FEBRUARY 25TH, 2006
GE O R G E MA S O N UN I V E R S I T Y SC H O O L O F LAW, AR L I N G T O N

This event targets college students or recent graduates
considering a career in the law, with inform a t i v e
presentations, question and answer sessions, and advice
and guidance on the application process. For information
on how you can participate with this event, please send an
email to prelaw@wcsr.com.

SAV E T H E DAT E


