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Justice Roscoe B. Stephenson, Jr
A Remembrance by William T. Wilson, Esquire
When I joined Senator Hale
Collins in the practice of law in
Covington in 1963, one of the
first people I met was Roscoe B.
Stephenson, Jr., known to us at
that time as “Rocky”. His father,
Roscoe B. Stephenson, Sr., was
also an attorney in Covington.
At that time, “Rocky” was the
Commonwealth’s Attorney for
Alleghany County and served
in that capacity for 12 years.
He then had a very successful
general practice and was known
as one of the best trial lawyers in

the western part of Virginia. In
1973, “Rocky” became the Circuit
Court Judge for the Twenty-Fifth

Judicial Circuit and served in that
capacity until 1981, when he was
elected to the Supreme Court of
Virginia. He served admirably
on that court until 1997, when
he retired as an active member
of the court. He continued to
serve as a Senior Justice through
December 2010. He was known
not only for his legal abilities and
expertise as a trial lawyer, Judge
and Justice, but he was also known
for his sense of humor and his
love of people. He was one of
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Russell V. Palmore, Jr
A Remembrance by James C. Roberts, Esquire
When Russ Palmore died unexpectedly on April 7, 2011, at
age 64, I lost a good friend and
beloved partner at Troutman
Sanders. In addition to his
considerable practice skills, Russ
was well known for his skill in
advising lawyers and judges on
issues of professional conduct
and liability. His legacy is one
of camaraderie and friendship
among fellow attorneys and
staff, and of an impeccable and
distinguished legal career. I first
met Russ in 1973, when, after
receiving his law degree from

the University of Virginia, he
joined our predecessor firm, Mays,
Valentine, Davenport & Moore. He
became the first chairman of our

products liability practice group,
and tried more than 100 jury trials
in his 38 year career. Russ was
always known for his graciousness
and his compassion for others.
In addition to the practice of
law, Russ served as President of
the Richmond Bar Association,
as President of the Virginia Law
Foundation, was a member of
Leadership MetroRichmond, and
was a Fellow of the American
College of Trial Lawyers. He was a
man of great faith, who served at
all levels in the Episcopal Church.
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those people who brightened up
a room the minute he entered it.
When I was President of the
American Board of Trial
Advocates, our organization
held a dinner in his honor at the
Jefferson Hotel in Richmond. As
I recall, every active member of
the Supreme Court of Virginia
was there, as well as all retired
members of the Court. I think all
spouses were present also. It was
a grand evening and you could
feel the warmth in the room,
generated not only by the Justices

and their spouses, but also by the
many lawyers who were present,
all of whom genuinely respected
and liked Justice Stephenson.
We are mighty proud of our
Covington hometown boy and
most of us will always think of
him as “Rocky”. When he died
on May 30, 2011, at age 89, we
lost a great friend, a brilliant
colleague, a revered senior lawyer,
and a respected jurist. He will
be greatly missed, and we extend
our sympathies to his family.
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He was a shining example of
servant leadership. At the time of
his death, he was the Chancellor of
the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia.
In 2008, Virginia Theological
Seminary conferred upon him its
Doctor of Humane Letters degree.
Russ was known for his love of
his family, his good humor, his
love of tradition, his fondness
for all sports, especially baseball,
and for his loyalty to friends. In
2007, when I received the Virginia
State Bar Tradition of Excellence

Award at the VSB Annual Meeting
in Virginia Beach, Russ drove
more than 200 miles round trip
on that Saturday morning, to
be with me as my partner and
friend; he had that kind of loyalty.

Lawyers’ Tree
Planting Initiative
The Tree Planting Initiative by
John Tate of Marion is off to a
successful start. This year, John
personally delivered the seedling
trees to different parts of the
state, where they were planted
by local lawyers and others. The
initiative is for lawyers to plant
and to encourage the planting
of trees in our communities
throughout Virginia to improve
our environment now and
in the future. The Virginia
Department of Forestry makes it
very convenient to see the pricing
and availability of trees, and to
place your order on-line. Simply
go to www.buyvirginiatrees.com.
For more information, call
John Tate at (276) 783-7238.

Russ is sorely missed by his family,
his colleagues, his clients, his
friends, and all those whose lives
he touched on a daily basis. He
was truly a distinguished senior
lawyer, whose example was
inspirational to the profession.

Senior Citizens Handbook

Produced by the SLC, this is the VSB’s most requested publication.
It is a resource for seniors, their families, and their caregivers to
provide an overview of and contact information for opportunities and
choices facing senior citizens today, with a summary of how specific
laws affect Virginia’s older citizens and practical advice on issues
such as Medicaid, Alzheimer’s Disease, landlord-tenant relations,
and much more. There is also an extensive list of community-service
organizations that details the various services available to senior
citizens. This is available through the VSB Publications Office.
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The Senior Lawyers Conference
The purpose of the Senior Lawyers Conference
is to uphold the honor of the profession of law,
to apply the knowledge and experience of the
profession to the promotion of the public good,
to encourage cordial discourse and interaction
among the members of the Virginia State Bar (VSB),
and to pursue its Mission and Goals as follows:
The SLC shall serve the particular interests of senior
lawyers and promote the welfare of seniors generally.
In serving the interests of senior lawyers the SLC
will plan and present programs and activities and
produce publications of interest to senior lawyers,
and coordinate activities for senior lawyers by,
for, and with state and local bar associations. To
promote the welfare of seniors generally, the SLC
will study issues of concern to seniors, prepare
and present programs and publications designed
to explore and develop such issues, advocate
appropriately on behalf of such issues and cooperate
with other entities interested in such matters.
As of June 1, 2011, the Senior Lawyers
Conference has 14,832 members.
The upcoming meetings of the SLC Board will be
held on the following Tuesdays at WestminsterCanterbury of the Blue Ridge in Charlottesville:
September 27, 2011; November 15, 2011; February
21, 2012; and April 3, 2012. The 2012 SLC annual
business meeting will be on June 15, 2012 at
the VSB Annual Meeting in Virginia Beach.

Senior Citizens Law Day Programs
The Senior Citizens Law Day programs, under the
format developed Bill Wilson of Covington, is a
successful one conducted by local bar associations
and individual lawyers as a public service in reaching
out to senior citizens in our communities and
providing them with education about their rights
and responsibilities under the law. The programs
have been presented all over the Commonwealth,
and they represent win-win-win situations for

the public, for the lawyers who are involved in
planning and presenting the programs, and for
the legal profession. For more information, please
call SLC Liaison Stephanie Blanton at (804)
775-0576 or Bill Wilson at (540) 962-4986.

SLC Dedicated Issue of
The Virginia Lawyer Magazine
The Senior Lawyers Conference is responsible
for the April 2012 issue of Virginia Lawyer. The
deadline for completion of articles for the issue
is February 7, 2012. Please let Frank O. Brown,
Jr. (804-673-7545) know if you are interested
in writing an article for the April 2012 issue.

Senior Lawyer News - Website
And Mailed Newsletters
The Senior Lawyer News is published as
an online newsletter. Periodically, we publish
Remembrances of deceased distinguished lawyers
or judges whose personal and professional qualities
are inspirational to members of the legal profession.
Volunteers are needed to write articles for future
issues of The Senior Lawyer News. Please let
Frank O. Brown, Jr. (804-673-7545) know if you are
interested in writing an article for the newsletter.

Protecting Lawyers’ And Clients’s
Interests In The Event Of The Lawyers’
Disability, Death Or Other Disaster
The SLC Web Site contains the following documents
to assist lawyers in their planning: Durable Special
Power of Attorney Regarding Law Practice;
Agreement Regarding Law Practice; Last Will and
Testament provisions with appropriate powers to
Executor. In addition, Frank O. Brown, Jr. presents
a CLE Ethics program to local bar associations on
this topic. This program is presented as a one hour,
one and one-half hour, or two hour program, with
full ethics credit. If your local bar association is
Continued on page 4 >
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interested in having this ethics
program presented, at no charge,
please call SLC Liaison Stephanie
Blanton at (804) 775-0576, or
Frank O. Brown, Jr. at (804) 6737545. The Checklist on Closing
a Law Practice is also available
on the website. Visit http://
www.vsb.org/site/conferences/
slc/view/attorney-publications/
for more information.

Visit the SLC Web Site at

http://www.vsb.org/site/conferences/slc/

Pro Bono Activities
by Senior Lawyers
The SLC actively encourages
pro bono activities by senior
lawyers. To find out how you can
become involved in providing
pro bono services, please call
John Oakey at (804) 775-4336.

Senior Lawyer Conference Activities at the
Virginia State Bar Annual Meeting
Brunch And Ceremony Honoring 50-Year VSB Members
At the VSB Annual Meeting, the SLC sponsors a brunch and awards ceremony at which
the lawyers who are receiving their 50 year membership awards are honored.

VSB Annual Meeting CLE Workshop
Each year at the VSB Annual Meeting, the SLC sponsors
a CLE workshop, usually in cooperation with one or
more sections of the VSB. This year our co-sponsor is
the General Practice Section, and the CLE workshop
is “Making Sense of the Numbers - An Accounting and
Finance Primer for Attorneys; and The Devil Wore
Green — An Interactive Trust Account Primer.” The
workshop is at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, June 17, 2011.
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