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SUBCOMMIITEE DETERMINATION
(PUBLIC ADMONITION WITHOUT TERMS)
On August 9, 2018, a meeting in this matter was held before a duly convened First
District Subcommittee consisting of Veronica E. Meade, Esq., Andrew R. Owen, lay member,
and Vaughn T. Breedlove, Esq., presiding chair. During the meeting, the Subcommittee voted to
approve an agreed disposition for a Public Admonition Without Terms pursuant to Part 6, § IV, ~
13-15.B.4, of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia. The agreed disposition was entered
into by the Virginia State Bar, by Chrlstine Corey, Assistant Bar Counsel, and Robert Louis
Wegman" ("Respondent"), pro se.
WHEREFORE, the First District Subcommittee of the Virginia State Bat hereby serves
upon Respondent the following Public Admonition Without Terms:

I.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. At all relevant times hereto, Robert Louis Wegman ("Respondent"); has been licensed to
practice law in the Commonwealth of Virginia

2. In July and August 2017, Respondent represented Marvin Polk regarding criminal and
domestic matters involving his spouse, Anita Polk. ("Complainant"), in Chesapeake
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court {''Chesapeake JDR'').

3. On July 12; 2017, Mr. Polk was arrested on charges of f~Iony strangulation of
Complainant and rnisdenieanor assault and battery on Complainant. The incident
occurred on July 11, 2017. Thereafter, a preliminary protective order was entered
prohibiting Mr. Polk from having contact with Complainant.
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4. On July 18, 2017, after a bond hearing, Respondent accompanied Complainant to the
clerk's office at the Chesapeake JDR and advised her how to file a motion to amend to
request that the court dismiss the preliminary protective order against Mr. Polk.

5. Respondent helped Complainant acquire the form and sat with her and answered her
questions about completing the form before it was filed with the clerk that day. The form
reqµested that the court vacate the preliminary protective order.

6. The protective order was dissolved by court order on July 25, 2017. The court order cited
the motion requesting that the order be dissolved.
7. While the Chesapeake JDR protective order had been diss0Ived 1 a military protective
order was still in place. On Aug_ust 6, 2017, Mr. Polk showed up at Complainant's
residence with some friends and used a hammer to break glass near the door to gain entry
into the residence. Complainant called the police.

8. Mr. Polk was arrested for violating his bond. Complainant submitted an affidavit for
another protective order on August 7, 2017.
9. Respondent asserts that after Mr; Polk was released from jail, he called Respondent and
asked him to do something about Complainant. Respondent told the investigator that Mr.
Polk said his wife was "running amok" and something needed to be done. Respondent
told the 'investigator that Complainant needed to think long and hard about what
happened to her husband based on her conduct.
10. The day before a hearing on the second protective order, Respondent wrote the following
to Complainant:

You have really messed up now. You set up Marvin and got him locked up. I tried to be
civil, because I thought you were sincere. But now, I willpull ottt all the stops to go after
you ~ both civilly and criminally.
Even the Commonwealth's Attorney knows you 're a liar. This time you went too jar. You
createdfake email accounts; you hacked Into Marvin 's accounts, and youfalsffied
charges against him.
You malignedhim and you prosecuted him maliciously. For your callous acts, you will
pay a hefty price with money and your freedom.
You will regret th.e day you ever hatched your evil plot to destroy your husband and his
career; I'm sorry it had to come to this. But, I'll see you in court.

11. Respondent did not pursue any civil ot criminal charges against Complainant.
Respondent asserts that he is reasonably certain he did not pursue civil or crhninal
charges because the case had not been conduded and 11 malicious prosecution case would
not have been ripe and once he received the bar complaint, he asked Mr. Polk to hire
another lawyer.
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12. Respondent asserts that the message to the Complainant had nothing to do with the
strangulation charge or the domestic assault and battery charge. He asserts that he wrote
the message only after Mr. Polk was arrested on a vi?lation of bis bond.

13. Respondent has stated that he recognizes he was acting in a reactionary manner and he
recognizes that he should not have acted in haste, as he did when he sent the above email
to Complainant.

II.

NATURE OF MISCONDUCT

Such conduct by Respondent constitutes misconduct in violation of the following provisions
of the Rules of Professional Conduct:

RULE3.4

Fairness To Opposing Party And Counsel

A lawyer shall not:

G) File a suit, initiate criminal charges, assert a position, conduct a defense, delay a trial,
or take other action on behalf of the client when the lawyer knows or when it is obvious that such
action would serve merely to harass or maliciously injure another.

RULE4.3

Dealing With Unrepresented Persons

(b) A lawyer shall not give advice to a person who is not represented by a lawyer, other
than the advice to secure cqunsel, if the interests of such person are or have a reasonable
possibility of being in conflict with the interest of the client.
Ill.

PUBLIC ADMONITION WITHOUT TERMS

Accordingly, it is the dedsion of the subcommittee to impose a Public Admonition
Without Terms and Robert Louis Wegman is hereby so admonished. Pursuant to Part 6, § IV,~
13-9.E of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia, the Clerk of the Disciplinary System shall

assess costs.
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FIRST DISTRICT SUBCOMMITTEE
OF THE VIRGINIA STATE BAR

By:_V_~_\<2z--_
Vaughn T. Breedlove
Subcommittee Chair

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

1.3_,

I certffy that on November
2018, a true and complete copy of the Subcommittee
Determination (Public Admonition Without Terms) was sent by certified mail to Robert Louis
Wegman, Respondent, at Suite 202, 392 Battlefield Boulevard, South, Chesapeake, VA 23322,
Respondent's last address of record with the Virginia State Bar.

~~wr
Christine Corey
Assistant Bar Counsel

4

