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Board member Susan M. Dadio organized the section’s annual spring ethics CLE program, which took place May
31, 2006, in Alexandria. Deborah Jeffrey discussed “Ethics and Loss Prevention for I.P. Lawyers.” 

The section held its second annual writing competition for Virginia law students, with Judge Linn again serving as
the final judge. However, because Judge Linn determined that no entry of acceptable quality was received to merit
the $4,000 prize, the section instead donated the funds to the American Intellectual Property Law Education
Foundation to use for a one-time merit-based scholarship to a Virginia law student. The section plans to continue the
law student writing competition and hopes to award a winner in 2007. Thanks to board members Janet P. Peyton, Ms.
Dadio and 2005–2006 Chair Christopher J. Mugel for their efforts on this project.

We progressed in efforts to improve communications with section members. Our Web site—
www.vsb.org/sections/ip—is kept up-to-date. We continued to increase our e-mail list, which allows us to convey
information to members in a faster, more convenient format. 

At the 2006 annual meeting, our section elected new officers and board members: Ms. Lynch, chair; Ms. Peyton, chair-
elect; Ms. Burch, vice chair; and Ms. Dadio, secretary. New board members are Thomas L. Stoll and Christopher P. Foley. 

n
IN T E R N AT I O N A L PR A C T I C E SE C T I O N
Brian S. Alperstein, chair

The Virginia State Bar International Practice Section (IPS) had a difficult operating year in 2005–2006. Our
primary focus was to build a more active membership. We held monthly meetings, which were attended by a
dedicated core of members. Our first event was a membership holiday party in Richmond in the beginning of
December 2005. The VSB provided a budget increase to help pay for this important membership effort. It was
extremely well attended. In 2006, the IPS Board of Governors spent significant time planning our panel presentation
for the annual meeting. We competed for the keynote event but unfortunately we were provided a less than ideal
time slot of Friday afternoon. Nevertheless, the panel was a tremendous success. We had excellent attendance (more
than twenty people) and the panel was well received. We also elected a new slate of officers, with Lauren M. Camilli
as 2006–2007 chair.

n
LI T I G AT I O N SE C T I O N
Samuel W. Meekins Jr., chair

The Litigation Section of the Virginia State Bar had a fruitful and rewarding year fulfilling its goal of promoting
efforts to improve the efficient, ethical and just resolution of societal disputes. Vice Chair Vickie H. Devine and
Secretary/Treasurer R. Lee Livingston, kept the section Board of Governors on track and under budget. A special
thanks is due to Patricia A. Sliger, our VSB section liaison, whose devotion to the section and effervescent manner
made the year’s work pleasurable. 

The Litigation News, edited by Kevin W. Mottley, provided interesting and educational articles on legal topics to
section members. These issues are currently made available as hard copy but on the Litigation Section Web site at
www.vsb.org/sections/lg/index.htm.

Litigation Section seminars included an insightful dissertation on depositions offered at the VSB 2005 Midyear Legal
Seminar in Barcelona, Spain, presented by the Honorable William H. Ledbetter Jr. and Past Chair Robert E. Scully. At
the VSB Annual Meeting, the section also presented a program, “Extreme Makeover: Preparing Your Client for Trial,”
on the dos and don’ts of witness preparation. R. Lee Livingston worked with the Family Law Section and Bench-Bar
Relations Committee to coordinate the panel, which included Judge Michael F. Urbanski, Judge Jane M. Roush,
Thomas E. Spahn, Thomas E. Albro and Glenn C. Lewis.

Sandra Chinn-Gilstrap, liaison to the Litigation Section’s Young Lawyers Committee, and Philip G. Gardner
created a workshop in which fundamentals of deposition-taking were taught and demonstrated by skilled practitioners
and jurists. The seminar was videotaped for possible circulation to local bar associations.

R E P O R T S O F T H E S E C T I O N S

68thAnnualReport_pgs  3/2/07  12:55 PM  Page 22



Thanks to L. Steven Emmert, chair of the section’s Appellate Subcommittee, the section developed an enhanced
program for those practicing before appellate courts. Two symposia were offered where appellate practice issues
were discussed and debated. The appellate subcommittee is developing a list of attorneys who will assist pro se
litigants in civil appeal preparation. The appellate subcommittee also added representatives of the Supreme Court of
Virginia, Court of Appeals of Virginia and Fourth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to its membership. 

The Litigation Section wrote feature articles for the February 2005 Virginia Lawyer. The articles, written or
solicited by members of the section Board of Governors, received high praise from readers. An article by Mr.
Emmert, “Getting a Writ in Virginia’s Appellate Courts,” has received wide circulation from lawyers seeking
guidance on the appellate process.

As has been the practice for the past several years, the section was once again a primary sponsor of the Law in
Society Award competition, in which high school students earn educational assistance for submitting essays on timely
legal topics of public interest.

The section was pleased to add as new members this year Gary C. Hancock of Pulaski, Sharon S. Goodwin of
Norfolk, and Gary A. Bryant of Norfolk. Ms. Goodwin and Mr. Bryant will fill unexpired terms. Next year’s section
can look forward to the outstanding leadership of Ms. Devine of Furniss, Davis, Rashkind & Saunders PC, chair; R.
Lee Livingston of Trembley & Smith LLP, vice chair; and Jennifer Lee Parrish of Parrish, Houck & Snead PLC,
secretary/treasurer.

It was my honor and pleasure to serve the section and its 2,765 members for the 2005–2006 year. I thank each
member for his or her kindness and assistance.

n
LO C A L GO V E R N M E N T LAW SE C T I O N
Barbara M. Rose, chair

At the Virginia State Bar Annual Meeting in June 2006, the Local Government Law Section jointly sponsored, with
the Environmental Law and Real Property sections, a continuing legal education program on critical planning. The
program, “A Practitioner’s Guide to Debunking the Myths of Traditional Neighborhood Developments,” drew a crowd
of approximately ninety. 

In addition, the section published four issues of the Local Government Law Journal during the 2005–2006 fiscal
year. These journals addressed legal issues that face local government attorneys, including the alphabet soup of
immigration law; Virginia’s Public Records Act; Virginia municipal broadband opportunities and initiatives to protect
and, conversely, to bar municipal broadband; and the United States Supreme Court’s eminent domain decision in Kelo
v. New London. 

The Court, in upholding the condemning authority’s action in Kelo, merely restated the long-established federal
standard for public use under the takings clause of the Fifth Amendment. Nevertheless, in Virginia and elsewhere the
case has caused and will continue to cause widespread political action. The challenge for this section and local
government attorneys will be not to give abstract reasoning about eminent domain to legislators, but to gather
examples of projects that would not have been or could not in the future be built if changes are made in Virginia’s
already more-restrictive judicial interpretation of the state constitution’s takings clause under the “predominant use
test”: Public interest based on all the peculiar facts of each case dominates over private gain.

The section Board of Governors at it last meeting in this fiscal year voted to explore setting up a Web site with
the VSB to archive the Journal. The section at its annual meeting elected Joseph L. Howard Jr., Stafford County
Attorney, chair for the 2006–2007 bar year. Also elected were Michael Long, Fairfax County Attorney’s office, vice
chair; Phyllis A. Errico, Virginia Association of Counties, secretary; and Andrea W. Wortzel, Hunton & Williams, and
William M. Hackworth, City of Roanoke Attorney, new board members. Rhysa G. South, Mark K. Flynn and Sandra J.
McNinch retired from the board after wonderful years of service. 
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