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LEGAL ETHICS OPINION 414  ATTORNEY AS COUNSEL FOR BUYER  
      AND SELLER – CONFLICT OF INTEREST. 
 
 
   It is ethically improper for an attorney who undertakes to represent both buyer and 
seller in a residential real estate transaction to thereafter initiate suit on behalf of the 
buyer against the seller for damages or specific performance if the seller fails to 
consummate the sale. It is also ethically improper for any attorney associated with the 
settlement attorney to represent either buyer or seller. [See II: DR:5-105(A), (C) and (D); 
and DR:5-102(A).] 
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