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Board member Susan M. Dadio organized the section’s annual spring ethics CLE program, which took place May
31, 2006, in Alexandria. Deborah Jeffrey discussed “Ethics and Loss Prevention for I.P. Lawyers.” 

The section held its second annual writing competition for Virginia law students, with Judge Linn again serving as
the final judge. However, because Judge Linn determined that no entry of acceptable quality was received to merit
the $4,000 prize, the section instead donated the funds to the American Intellectual Property Law Education
Foundation to use for a one-time merit-based scholarship to a Virginia law student. The section plans to continue the
law student writing competition and hopes to award a winner in 2007. Thanks to board members Janet P. Peyton, Ms.
Dadio and 2005–2006 Chair Christopher J. Mugel for their efforts on this project.

We progressed in efforts to improve communications with section members. Our Web site—
www.vsb.org/sections/ip—is kept up-to-date. We continued to increase our e-mail list, which allows us to convey
information to members in a faster, more convenient format. 

At the 2006 annual meeting, our section elected new officers and board members: Ms. Lynch, chair; Ms. Peyton, chair-
elect; Ms. Burch, vice chair; and Ms. Dadio, secretary. New board members are Thomas L. Stoll and Christopher P. Foley. 
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IN T E R N AT I O N A L PR A C T I C E SE C T I O N
Brian S. Alperstein, chair

The Virginia State Bar International Practice Section (IPS) had a difficult operating year in 2005–2006. Our
primary focus was to build a more active membership. We held monthly meetings, which were attended by a
dedicated core of members. Our first event was a membership holiday party in Richmond in the beginning of
December 2005. The VSB provided a budget increase to help pay for this important membership effort. It was
extremely well attended. In 2006, the IPS Board of Governors spent significant time planning our panel presentation
for the annual meeting. We competed for the keynote event but unfortunately we were provided a less than ideal
time slot of Friday afternoon. Nevertheless, the panel was a tremendous success. We had excellent attendance (more
than twenty people) and the panel was well received. We also elected a new slate of officers, with Lauren M. Camilli
as 2006–2007 chair.
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LI T I G AT I O N SE C T I O N
Samuel W. Meekins Jr., chair

The Litigation Section of the Virginia State Bar had a fruitful and rewarding year fulfilling its goal of promoting
efforts to improve the efficient, ethical and just resolution of societal disputes. Vice Chair Vickie H. Devine and
Secretary/Treasurer R. Lee Livingston, kept the section Board of Governors on track and under budget. A special
thanks is due to Patricia A. Sliger, our VSB section liaison, whose devotion to the section and effervescent manner
made the year’s work pleasurable. 

The Litigation News, edited by Kevin W. Mottley, provided interesting and educational articles on legal topics to
section members. These issues are currently made available as hard copy but on the Litigation Section Web site at
www.vsb.org/sections/lg/index.htm.

Litigation Section seminars included an insightful dissertation on depositions offered at the VSB 2005 Midyear Legal
Seminar in Barcelona, Spain, presented by the Honorable William H. Ledbetter Jr. and Past Chair Robert E. Scully. At
the VSB Annual Meeting, the section also presented a program, “Extreme Makeover: Preparing Your Client for Trial,”
on the dos and don’ts of witness preparation. R. Lee Livingston worked with the Family Law Section and Bench-Bar
Relations Committee to coordinate the panel, which included Judge Michael F. Urbanski, Judge Jane M. Roush,
Thomas E. Spahn, Thomas E. Albro and Glenn C. Lewis.

Sandra Chinn-Gilstrap, liaison to the Litigation Section’s Young Lawyers Committee, and Philip G. Gardner
created a workshop in which fundamentals of deposition-taking were taught and demonstrated by skilled practitioners
and jurists. The seminar was videotaped for possible circulation to local bar associations.
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