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Our spring program at the Virginia State Bar Annual Meeting in June 2006 focused on bankruptcy issues on
construction projects. Ms. Burch selected excellent speakers and our program was well-attended and well-received.
We have consciously selected seminar topics that not only are informative and educational, but also have practical
application. It is a challenge to offer a balanced series for lawyers who are experienced in this field as well as for
newer construction- and public-contracts lawyers. We believe our seminars strike a balance that is helpful and
responsive to the needs of our section.

Matthew P.W. Pritts and Mr. Metz produced an excellent and informative section newsletter, in the fall and spring.

The section also updated its handbook of construction cases on CD-ROM for distribution to all members. Mr.
Marston and Gregory T. St. Ours, with other section Board of Governors members, analyzed and indexed cases and
wrote case digests. 

Officers for 2006–2007 are Elaine R. Jordan, chair; William R. Mauck Jr., immediate past chair; Jack Rephan, vice
chair; Richard F. Smith, secretary. It has been a pleasure and honor to serve as chair of a section comprised of such
distinguished lawyers. I thank all board members for their assistance and enthusiasm, and also the Virginia State Bar
staff who are so crucial to accomplishing all of our tasks—especially our liaison, Elizabeth L. Keller.

n
CO R P O R AT E CO U N S E L SE C T I O N

Budget (Fiscal Year 2006): $16,876

Activities: The Corporate Counsel Section of the Virginia State Bar was established in 1989 and has more than
nine hundred members. The section’s primary goals are to facilitate communication and exchange of information and
ideas among Virginia attorneys who work in an in-house setting, and to represent in-house attorneys’ interests with
the Virginia State Bar.

At the VSB’s Annual Meeting in June 2006, the section cosponsored a continuing legal education program,
“Practicing Law in a House of Mirrors: Dilemmas Posed by Shifting Alliances and Latent Conflicts when Representing
Multiple Parties.” Other sponsors were the Administrative Law, Antitrust and Business Law sections.

2005–2006 Officers: Edward Henry Beck, chair; Douglas Darrell Callaway, vice chair; and Mary Christina
Floyd, secretary.

n
CR I M I N A L LAW SE C T I O N
Harvey L. Bryant III, chair

The Criminal Law Section continues to enjoy the enthusiastic support of criminal law defense practitioners,
prosecutors and judges. With approximately two thousand members, it is one of the Virginia State Bar’s largest
sections.

The section continued to provide a forum for the improvement of the criminal justice system through our
newsletters, seminars and Web site.

Our Thirty-Sixth Annual Criminal Law Seminar, held in Charlottesville and Williamsburg, was well attended and
received. Professor Roger D. Groot of Washington and Lee University Law School was posthumously recognized with
a resolution honoring his support of the section and its goals. Frank W. Dunham Jr. was also honored with a
resolution for his service to the bar, the federal public defender’s offices and the Department of Justice.

The section’s Harry L. Carrico Professionalism Award was presented to Paul B. Ebert of Prince William County for
exemplary service to the bar and the commonwealth.

Continuing efforts to improve the funding and quality of indigent defense and prosecution included sending a
letter to Governor Mark R. Warner that urged budget increases for indigent defense and meeting in a strategy session
with Virginia State Bar President Phillip V. Anderson and representatives of the Governor, the Attorney General and
concerned organizations. 
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At the VSB Annual Meeting, the section presented a timely program about the noncitizen defendant in the
criminal justice system

In June 2006, John E. Lichtenstein of Roanoke was elected chair of the section for 2006–2007; Robert B. Beasley
Jr. of Powhatan County, vice chair; and David P. Baugh of Richmond, secretary. Joining the section Board of
Governors for four-year terms are John R. Doyle of Norfolk, Richard E. Trodden of Arlington, Nina J. Ginsberg of
Alexandria, and Judge Beverly W. Snukals of Richmond.

Professor Robert E. Shepherd Jr. and Reno S. Harp III continued their thoughtful guidance and assistance to the
board. The organizational assistance of Elizabeth L. Keller and Theresa B. Patrick was invaluable.

My term on the board has been a tremendous experience. I learned far more than I contributed. Our section
continues to be vibrant because of its commitment to the justice system. 

n
ED U C AT I O N O F LAW Y E R S SE C T I O N
George A. Somerville, chair

The Section on the Education of Lawyers provides opportunities for the exchange of ideas and information and
promotes constructive action on legal education issues; provides a vehicle for continuing dialogue and communication
on legal education issues among the academic community, the judiciary and the practicing bar in Virginia; sponsors
projects regarding the education and training of lawyers from their entry into law school and throughout their careers;
and conducts programs, publishes and distributes educational and professional materials, and undertakes other
activities that enhance cooperation and interaction among the law schools, the bench and the practicing bar. The
section pursued those purposes during the past year, primarily through our newsletter, professionalism programs at
Virginia’s law schools, and our presentation at the Virginia State Bar Annual Meeting in June.

Professor James M. Boland of Regent University School of Law continues to serve as editor of the section
newsletter. We published two excellent issues this year, including Professor Boland’s very informative interview with
Chief Justice Leroy R. Hassell Sr. in the spring issue. Professor Boland has agreed to continue to serve as editor for
the coming year.

The Law School Professionalism Program, developed by this section and the Standing Committee on
Professionalism, was again offered to first-year students at each of Virginia’s seven accredited law schools. All
sessions were well attended and student evaluations were strongly positive. The program will remain a staple for
those beginning the study of law in the commonwealth. Judge J. Martin Bass of Stafford was the committee chair.
From a chair’s perspective, this is a practically perfect program: it brings credit to the section and it is exceedingly
well run by the committee, with no need for assistance or involvement by the chair or the section Board of
Governors as a whole.

Our annual meeting presentation was a prequel to a longer, stand-alone “Conclave” program that we hope to
present in fall 2006 on “The Lawyer as Public Citizen.” Edward B. Lowry, chair of our Emerging Trends Committee
and a former VSB president, organized and chaired the presentation. The panelists were Professor Margaret I. Bacigal
of the University of Richmond, a former section chair; John A.C. Keith of Fairfax, a former VSB president; and George
H. Hettrick, chair of Hunton & Williams’s Community Service Committee and managing partner for its pro bono
offices in Richmond and Charlottesville.

The board of governors thanks the seven Virginia law schools and the following law firms for generous support
of the section’s operating budget: Gentry Locke Rakes & Moore LLP in Roanoke; Hunton & Williams in Richmond;
Michie, Hamlett. Lowry, Rasmussen & Tweel PC in Charlottesville; Oblon, Spivek, McClelland, Maier & Neustadt PC in
Alexandria; Reese, Broome & Diaz PC in Vienna; and Troutman Sanders LLP in Richmond.

The board also thanks four outgoing members for diligent and excellent service over the last six years: Judge
Cleo E. Powell, retiring vice chair; Judge Pamela Meade Sargent; Judge Clifford R. Weckstein; and Mr. Lowry.
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