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Our spring program at the Virginia State Bar Annual Meeting in June 2006 focused on bankruptcy issues on
construction projects. Ms. Burch selected excellent speakers and our program was well-attended and well-received.
We have consciously selected seminar topics that not only are informative and educational, but also have practical
application. It is a challenge to offer a balanced series for lawyers who are experienced in this field as well as for
newer construction- and public-contracts lawyers. We believe our seminars strike a balance that is helpful and
responsive to the needs of our section.

Matthew P.W. Pritts and Mr. Metz produced an excellent and informative section newsletter, in the fall and spring.

The section also updated its handbook of construction cases on CD-ROM for distribution to all members. Mr.
Marston and Gregory T. St. Ours, with other section Board of Governors members, analyzed and indexed cases and
wrote case digests. 

Officers for 2006–2007 are Elaine R. Jordan, chair; William R. Mauck Jr., immediate past chair; Jack Rephan, vice
chair; Richard F. Smith, secretary. It has been a pleasure and honor to serve as chair of a section comprised of such
distinguished lawyers. I thank all board members for their assistance and enthusiasm, and also the Virginia State Bar
staff who are so crucial to accomplishing all of our tasks—especially our liaison, Elizabeth L. Keller.
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CO R P O R AT E CO U N S E L SE C T I O N

Budget (Fiscal Year 2006): $16,876

Activities: The Corporate Counsel Section of the Virginia State Bar was established in 1989 and has more than
nine hundred members. The section’s primary goals are to facilitate communication and exchange of information and
ideas among Virginia attorneys who work in an in-house setting, and to represent in-house attorneys’ interests with
the Virginia State Bar.

At the VSB’s Annual Meeting in June 2006, the section cosponsored a continuing legal education program,
“Practicing Law in a House of Mirrors: Dilemmas Posed by Shifting Alliances and Latent Conflicts when Representing
Multiple Parties.” Other sponsors were the Administrative Law, Antitrust and Business Law sections.

2005–2006 Officers: Edward Henry Beck, chair; Douglas Darrell Callaway, vice chair; and Mary Christina
Floyd, secretary.
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CR I M I N A L LAW SE C T I O N
Harvey L. Bryant III, chair

The Criminal Law Section continues to enjoy the enthusiastic support of criminal law defense practitioners,
prosecutors and judges. With approximately two thousand members, it is one of the Virginia State Bar’s largest
sections.

The section continued to provide a forum for the improvement of the criminal justice system through our
newsletters, seminars and Web site.

Our Thirty-Sixth Annual Criminal Law Seminar, held in Charlottesville and Williamsburg, was well attended and
received. Professor Roger D. Groot of Washington and Lee University Law School was posthumously recognized with
a resolution honoring his support of the section and its goals. Frank W. Dunham Jr. was also honored with a
resolution for his service to the bar, the federal public defender’s offices and the Department of Justice.

The section’s Harry L. Carrico Professionalism Award was presented to Paul B. Ebert of Prince William County for
exemplary service to the bar and the commonwealth.

Continuing efforts to improve the funding and quality of indigent defense and prosecution included sending a
letter to Governor Mark R. Warner that urged budget increases for indigent defense and meeting in a strategy session
with Virginia State Bar President Phillip V. Anderson and representatives of the Governor, the Attorney General and
concerned organizations. 
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