
The section also organized a reception honoring Judge David H. Adams at the conclusion of his term as
president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. The section also made a contribution to support the
ceremony honoring Judge William E. Anderson on his twenty-five years of service as a bankruptcy judge.

The section has done work on redesigning its Web site so that communication between section members will be
increased and the site will serve as a greater tool for the section members.

A nominating committee was formed comprising board members Debera F. Conlon of the Office of the U.S.
Trustee and Roy M. Terry Jr. of Durrette Bradshaw PC, together with Frank J. Santoro of Marcus, Santoro and Kozak;
Donna J. Hall of Troutman Sanders LLP; and James L. Pedigo Jr. of Alexander P. Smith & Associates PC.

The following officers and board members were elected to serve in 2006–2007: Mr. Zemanian, chair; James R.
Schroll, vice chair; Robert T. Copeland, secretary; Douglas M. Foley, to succeed Ms. Conlon, whose term has expired;
and H. David Cox, Ms. Giles and Mr. Brown, to serve second three-year terms. 

n
BU S I N E S S LAW SE C T I O N
Peter E. Broadbent Jr., chair

The Virginia State Bar Business Law Section continued its emphasis on educating its members. In conjunction
with Virginia CLE, the section sponsored the Advanced Business Law Seminar in February 2006 and the Annual
Business Law Seminar in May 2006. The thirty-sixth Annual Advanced Business Law Seminar included topics on legal
enforcement of letter agreements and other preliminary agreements, commercializing intellectual property, special-risk
insurance in transactions, fiduciary duty and exit strategies, and computer security and ethics. The Annual Business
Law Seminar focused on choice of business entity.

At the Virginia State Bar Annual Meeting in June, the section also hosted a continuing legal education program
on ethical issues in representing multiple parties, cosponsored with the Administrative Law, Antitrust and Corporate
Counsel sections.

After decades of holding the Annual Advanced Business Law Seminar at the Tides Inn in the fall, the section
Board of Governors decided to try the Boars Head Inn in February, and the excellent attendance there proved that
this was a popular and correct decision. Planning is now underway for the 2007 Annual Advanced Business Law
Seminar at the Boars Head Inn.

With approximately 1,750 members, the section attempts to cover a broad range of topics relevant to its members.

At the June annual meeting, Peter E. Broadbent Jr. of Christian & Barton LLC was reelected 2006–2007 chair;
South T. Patterson of Patton Wornom Hatten & Diamonstein, reelected vice chair; and James C. Hale of Gentry Locke
Rakes & Moore LLP, elected secretary.

n
CO N S T R U C T I O N LAW A N D PU B L I C CO N C T R A C T S SE C T I O N
William R. Mauck, Jr., chair

The Construction Law and Public Contracts Section enjoyed another extremely successful year in 2005–2006. In
early November 2005, we held our twenty-sixth annual continuing legal education program at the Boars Head Inn in
Charlottesville. Our program provided attendees with all the CLE credits required for the year and covered recent
developments in the law, ethics, mechanic’s liens, immigration law, alternative dispute resolution, American Institute
of Architects form contracts, and emerging trends in architecture and engineering. We continued our “sticks and
bricks” presentations with a program on the management of constructing the Woodrow Wilson Bridge project. We
also held two lively panel discussions on the use of technical expert witnesses and factors to consider for presenting
expert witness testimony. Kristan B. Burch, Todd R. Metz and K. Brett Marston planned and organized this seminar.
Attendees gave the program and speakers high marks for content and presentation. 
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Our spring program at the Virginia State Bar Annual Meeting in June 2006 focused on bankruptcy issues on
construction projects. Ms. Burch selected excellent speakers and our program was well-attended and well-received.
We have consciously selected seminar topics that not only are informative and educational, but also have practical
application. It is a challenge to offer a balanced series for lawyers who are experienced in this field as well as for
newer construction- and public-contracts lawyers. We believe our seminars strike a balance that is helpful and
responsive to the needs of our section.

Matthew P.W. Pritts and Mr. Metz produced an excellent and informative section newsletter, in the fall and spring.

The section also updated its handbook of construction cases on CD-ROM for distribution to all members. Mr.
Marston and Gregory T. St. Ours, with other section Board of Governors members, analyzed and indexed cases and
wrote case digests. 

Officers for 2006–2007 are Elaine R. Jordan, chair; William R. Mauck Jr., immediate past chair; Jack Rephan, vice
chair; Richard F. Smith, secretary. It has been a pleasure and honor to serve as chair of a section comprised of such
distinguished lawyers. I thank all board members for their assistance and enthusiasm, and also the Virginia State Bar
staff who are so crucial to accomplishing all of our tasks—especially our liaison, Elizabeth L. Keller.

n
CO R P O R AT E CO U N S E L SE C T I O N

Budget (Fiscal Year 2006): $16,876

Activities: The Corporate Counsel Section of the Virginia State Bar was established in 1989 and has more than
nine hundred members. The section’s primary goals are to facilitate communication and exchange of information and
ideas among Virginia attorneys who work in an in-house setting, and to represent in-house attorneys’ interests with
the Virginia State Bar.

At the VSB’s Annual Meeting in June 2006, the section cosponsored a continuing legal education program,
“Practicing Law in a House of Mirrors: Dilemmas Posed by Shifting Alliances and Latent Conflicts when Representing
Multiple Parties.” Other sponsors were the Administrative Law, Antitrust and Business Law sections.

2005–2006 Officers: Edward Henry Beck, chair; Douglas Darrell Callaway, vice chair; and Mary Christina
Floyd, secretary.

n
CR I M I N A L LAW SE C T I O N
Harvey L. Bryant III, chair

The Criminal Law Section continues to enjoy the enthusiastic support of criminal law defense practitioners,
prosecutors and judges. With approximately two thousand members, it is one of the Virginia State Bar’s largest
sections.

The section continued to provide a forum for the improvement of the criminal justice system through our
newsletters, seminars and Web site.

Our Thirty-Sixth Annual Criminal Law Seminar, held in Charlottesville and Williamsburg, was well attended and
received. Professor Roger D. Groot of Washington and Lee University Law School was posthumously recognized with
a resolution honoring his support of the section and its goals. Frank W. Dunham Jr. was also honored with a
resolution for his service to the bar, the federal public defender’s offices and the Department of Justice.

The section’s Harry L. Carrico Professionalism Award was presented to Paul B. Ebert of Prince William County for
exemplary service to the bar and the commonwealth.

Continuing efforts to improve the funding and quality of indigent defense and prosecution included sending a
letter to Governor Mark R. Warner that urged budget increases for indigent defense and meeting in a strategy session
with Virginia State Bar President Phillip V. Anderson and representatives of the Governor, the Attorney General and
concerned organizations. 
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