
Funding Alternatives
The committee is very appreciative of support from the VSB Council and Committee on Budget & Finance for

our recommendation that the VSB set aside $50,000 as a line item in the bar’s 2007 budget to help legal aid attorneys
and Legal Services Corporation of Virginia (LSCV) grantees comply with bar dues, mandatory continuing legal
education and other VSB reporting requirements. The proposal, developed as an alternative to a bar dues donation
check-off, is pending final action by the Supreme Court of Virginia. 

Proposed Revisions: Legal Aid Licensing Regulation and Court Emeritus Rule
The access committee’s Subcommittee on Independent Service Providers, under the able leadership of Elizabeth

J. Atkinson, met extensively over the past year to reach consensus on proposed amendments to the legal aid licensing
regulation and to companion provisions in the Court’s Emeritus Rule that deal with approved legal assistance
organizations. The full committee was to review these recommendations for possible preliminary approval at its July
28, 2006, organizational meeting. 

Legal Needs Oversight
The Virginia Law Foundation (VLF) and LSCV jointly funded a study, under a grant application submitted to VLF

by the VSB and The Virginia Bar Association Foundation, on civil legal needs of low-income Virginians. The
Subcommittee on Legal Needs Oversight named one of its members, Barbara A. Ziony, as a liaison to work with
grantees of LSCV on adjustments to the legal needs assessment’s landline telephone survey instrument. Data has been
collected by the commercial vendor on the project, and an analysis of the results is expected before the end of the
calendar year. 

VSB Indigent Defense Task Force 
The VSB Indigent Defense Task Force was established in 2004 to operate under the auspices of the bar’s Access

Committee. An update on its goals and activities may be found elsewhere in the 68th Annual Report. 

Legal Aid Board Appointments: Appreciation for Judicial and Local Bar Input
We thank members of the judiciary and local bar leaders who generously continue to consult on appointments to

the boards of directors of licensed local legal aid societies. 

n
SP E C I A L CO M M I T T E E O N BE N C H-BA R RE L AT I O N S
Sterling E. Rives III, chair

The purpose of the Bench-Bar Relations Committee is to support and improve the administration of justice,
enhance service to the community, and increase professionalism within the legal system by promoting the exchange
of information and ideas between the judiciary and lawyers of the commonwealth. The committee has continued or
initiated the following undertakings during the 2005–2006 fiscal year:

Orientation Video for Jurors: The orientation video for jurors was updated and has been distributed to circuit
courts across Virginia. The committee is exploring sources of funding and means of distribution to make this video
available for use by classroom teachers and others.

Judicial Independence and Merit Selection and Retention of Judges: The committee believes this continues
to be an issue that requires the attention and advocacy of members of the bench and bar. Several members of the
committee will prepare educational articles for publication in major newspapers in the commonwealth for the
purpose of increasing public awareness of this issue. The committee has offered to provide speakers in the upcoming
year for regional judicial conferences and meetings of statewide bar associations.

Bench-Bar Communications: The committee has offered to provide speakers to regional judicial conferences,
statewide bar associations and the Bar Leaders Institute to discuss the many effective formal and informal methods of
communicating concerns and information between the bench and the bar on the local level.

Presentation at the VSB Annual Meeting: The Litigation Section and Family Law Section of the Virginia State
Bar, joined by the Bench-Bar Relations Committee, sponsored a continuing legal education seminar, “Extreme
Makeover: Preparing Your Client to Testify,” at the VSB Annual Meeting. The program featured skits and a panel 
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discussion by judges and veteran litigators and included a one-hour ethics component addressing the boundary
between good witness preparation and improper witness coaching.

The committee, which meets at the Richmond offices of the VSB, has established the second Tuesday of August,
November, February and May as its regular meeting dates.

n
JU D I C I A L NO M I N AT I O N S CO M M I T T E E
Joseph A. Condo, chair

The Judicial Nominations Committee conducted its organizational meeting by telephone conference call on
October 6, 2005. Joseph A. Condo was selected chair during that meeting. Judicial vacancies occurred on two courts,
which required the committee to conduct interviews of candidates.

Judge Claude Hilton of the U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Virginia, announced his intention to take senior
status, and the committee was asked by U.S. Senators John W. Warner and George F. Allen to interview candidates for
that position. The committee convened December 15, 2005, at the VSB’s Richmond office, interviewed five candidates,
and after deliberation reported the names of the two best qualified: U.S. Magistrate Judge Liam O’Grady and Anthony
J. Trenga, Esquire.

Two vacancies on the Court of Appeals of Virginia resulted from the retirements of Chief Judge Johanna L.
Fitzpatrick and Judge Rudolph Bumgardner III. The committee convened December 19, 2005, at the VSB’s Richmond
office, interviewed three candidates, and after deliberation reported the names of the two best qualified: Fairfax
Circuit Court Judge R. Terrence Ney and Winchester Circuit Court Judge John E. Wetsel Jr.

Committee members made themselves available for the two separate, daylong meetings, on relatively short notice
during a busy time of the year. Several members spent substantial time conducting a background investigation of one
the candidates. During the meetings, all members asked pertinent and incisive questions that indicated that they had
thoroughly reviewed the candidates’ submissions, and they offered valuable and perceptive insights about the
candidates during the committee’s deliberations.

n
SP E C I A L CO M M I T T E E O N LAW Y E R MA L P R A C T I C E IN S U R A N C E
Darrel Tillar Mason, chair 

The Lawyer Malpractice Insurance Committee (LMIC) has been active and productive in the 2005–2006 Virginia
State Bar year.

During fall 2005, LMIC members participated in the presentation of ten interactive Risk Management Seminars by
the bar’s endorsed malpractice insurance carrier, Attorneys Liability Protection Society (ALPS). These programs were
held throughout the state, were open to all members of the bar at no cost, and carried three hours of continuing legal
education ethics credit. More than fifteen hundred lawyers took advantage of this opportunity to engage in a
discussion with professional risk managers, bar counsel staff and each other about ethical issues that face lawyers
who practice in the commonwealth. 

As a major focus this year, in response to a request by the Supreme Court of Virginia, an LMIC subcommittee was
engaged in assessing where Virginia’s malpractice insurance procedures fit in the spectrum of malpractice insurance
procedures utilized across the country. The subcommittee considered ways to strengthen the VSB’s malpractice
insurance disclosure requirement. Additionally, the subcommittee explored models of mandatory malpractice
insurance programs. A comprehensive report was presented to the VSB Council at its June 2006 meeting and
forwarded to the Supreme Court.

The LMIC continued in its role of directing the VSB’s endorsed malpractice insurance carrier, Attorneys Liability
Protection Society, as to the allocation of the Risk Management Fund made available through this endorsement. In
addition to underwriting the statewide seminars, the fund supported a confidential risk management hotline, voluntary
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