
Programs
This year at the Virginia State Bar Annual Meeting, the section cosponsored a seminar, “Practicing in a House of

Mirrors: Dilemmas Posed by Shifting Alliances and Latent Conflict When Representing Multiple Parties.” The speakers
included Judge Walter D. Kelley Jr., E. Ford Stephens and Thomas G. Slater Jr. The panel explored ethical conflicts
that can arise when an attorney is asked to represent multiple parties. Douglas M. Garrou did an excellent job
coordinating the section’s participation in this event. The program was well attended and offered participants an
opportunity to earn ethics credit.

Publications
Under the leadership of Gustav P. Chiarello III, the section is working on a newsletter to distribute to our

members.

Annual Meeting
At the annual business meeting on June 16, 2006, the following officers were elected: Mr. Garrou, chair; Kenneth

W. Dolbeare, vice chair; and Patrick J. Maslyn, secretary. New section Board of Governors members Bradley J.
Hansen, Patricia M. McDermott and Wendell L. Taylor were elected to three-year terms.

Future Projects
This fall the section plans to reprise its successful program entitled “Understanding and Negotiating a Franchise

Agreement,” which will be sponsored jointly with the Maryland and District of Columbia bars. 

It has been a pleasure and honor to serve as chair of this section. I would like to express my sincere thanks to
all the members of the board for their unselfish dedication to the work of the section. I also appreciate the patience,
diligence, gentle guidance and tireless support provided throughout the year by Theresa B. Patrick, our VSB liaison.
Her service to the section continues to be extraordinary.

n
BA N K R U P T C Y LAW SE C T I O N
Richard C. Maxwell, Chair

It has been my pleasure to serve as chair of the Bankruptcy Law Section for 2005–2006. The section was
particularly active this year responding to the new bankruptcy legislation that became effective October 17, 2005.

Robert S. Westermann of Hunton & Williams continued his work editing the Bankruptcy Law News.

In July 2005, the section and Virginia CLE presented a program about the effects of the new bankruptcy
legislation. This program was held in Norfolk, Northern Virginia, Richmond and Roanoke. Vice Chair Peter G.
Zemanian of the Zemanian Law Group chaired the seminar committee. 

The section and Virginia CLE also presented the annual basic bankruptcy continuing legal education program in
January and February 2005 in Norfolk, Northern Virginia, Richmond, and Roanoke. Mr. Zemanian chaired this
seminar committee.

The section presented the Annual Advanced Consumer Bankruptcy Conference in April. This conference is
designed for more experienced bankruptcy lawyers. It featured presentations by Dale W. Pittman and Morgan King.
Bankruptcy Judges Stephen S. Mitchell, Douglas O. Tice Jr. and Stephen C. St. John participated in panel discussions
in the conference.

The section presented a proof-of-claim seminar in Roanoke to help members of the credit community who
routinely file claims for businesses. The seminar, directed by Malissa Lambert Giles of Giles & Lambert PC, was held
in the U.S. Bankruptcy courtroom in Roanoke to a standing-room-only crowd.

The section cosponsored a continuing legal education seminar, “The Bumpy Road to Substantial Completion,” at
the 2006 Annual Meeting of the Virginia State Bar. The speakers were Tyler P. Brown of Hunton & Williams and Paul
K. Campsen of Kaufman & Canoles PC.
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The section also organized a reception honoring Judge David H. Adams at the conclusion of his term as
president of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. The section also made a contribution to support the
ceremony honoring Judge William E. Anderson on his twenty-five years of service as a bankruptcy judge.

The section has done work on redesigning its Web site so that communication between section members will be
increased and the site will serve as a greater tool for the section members.

A nominating committee was formed comprising board members Debera F. Conlon of the Office of the U.S.
Trustee and Roy M. Terry Jr. of Durrette Bradshaw PC, together with Frank J. Santoro of Marcus, Santoro and Kozak;
Donna J. Hall of Troutman Sanders LLP; and James L. Pedigo Jr. of Alexander P. Smith & Associates PC.

The following officers and board members were elected to serve in 2006–2007: Mr. Zemanian, chair; James R.
Schroll, vice chair; Robert T. Copeland, secretary; Douglas M. Foley, to succeed Ms. Conlon, whose term has expired;
and H. David Cox, Ms. Giles and Mr. Brown, to serve second three-year terms. 

n
BU S I N E S S LAW SE C T I O N
Peter E. Broadbent Jr., chair

The Virginia State Bar Business Law Section continued its emphasis on educating its members. In conjunction
with Virginia CLE, the section sponsored the Advanced Business Law Seminar in February 2006 and the Annual
Business Law Seminar in May 2006. The thirty-sixth Annual Advanced Business Law Seminar included topics on legal
enforcement of letter agreements and other preliminary agreements, commercializing intellectual property, special-risk
insurance in transactions, fiduciary duty and exit strategies, and computer security and ethics. The Annual Business
Law Seminar focused on choice of business entity.

At the Virginia State Bar Annual Meeting in June, the section also hosted a continuing legal education program
on ethical issues in representing multiple parties, cosponsored with the Administrative Law, Antitrust and Corporate
Counsel sections.

After decades of holding the Annual Advanced Business Law Seminar at the Tides Inn in the fall, the section
Board of Governors decided to try the Boars Head Inn in February, and the excellent attendance there proved that
this was a popular and correct decision. Planning is now underway for the 2007 Annual Advanced Business Law
Seminar at the Boars Head Inn.

With approximately 1,750 members, the section attempts to cover a broad range of topics relevant to its members.

At the June annual meeting, Peter E. Broadbent Jr. of Christian & Barton LLC was reelected 2006–2007 chair;
South T. Patterson of Patton Wornom Hatten & Diamonstein, reelected vice chair; and James C. Hale of Gentry Locke
Rakes & Moore LLP, elected secretary.

n
CO N S T R U C T I O N LAW A N D PU B L I C CO N C T R A C T S SE C T I O N
William R. Mauck, Jr., chair

The Construction Law and Public Contracts Section enjoyed another extremely successful year in 2005–2006. In
early November 2005, we held our twenty-sixth annual continuing legal education program at the Boars Head Inn in
Charlottesville. Our program provided attendees with all the CLE credits required for the year and covered recent
developments in the law, ethics, mechanic’s liens, immigration law, alternative dispute resolution, American Institute
of Architects form contracts, and emerging trends in architecture and engineering. We continued our “sticks and
bricks” presentations with a program on the management of constructing the Woodrow Wilson Bridge project. We
also held two lively panel discussions on the use of technical expert witnesses and factors to consider for presenting
expert witness testimony. Kristan B. Burch, Todd R. Metz and K. Brett Marston planned and organized this seminar.
Attendees gave the program and speakers high marks for content and presentation. 
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