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O hehalf of &l Wirginans., I exnml warm frectings o all the readers ol the ViFpinia Laviver
special e dedicaned o plobal trade.

Today's global sconamic landscape is defined by tao prominent featurcs = the vast impact of the
informarion iechnology mevolution and the dramatic expansion of miermational irade.  Globalization is
changing the mavure of business and povernment, and bas meaningfal implicotions far our lives and our
sociely. W live in an age and comduct busincss 0 a market thal i accelerating ramsction and
commumication, opening the doors af pessibality,. and eliminating goographic and poliical barriers. Fris
imperative that Yirginiams understand and ane emabled o engape. kel and bepefin from te global ecosomy.

My admimistrating has been committed o creating apponiumties and openimg wp markets Gor
Virpimis companies, encouraging foreign invesement in Virginia, and marketing our Commonweabth ax a
world-class murisn destinaton, On wede missioms in Sceth America, Asia, and Europe, we have
apgressively poailioned Virginia ag & leader in the plobsl coonomy, and the Tesubis have been phenpmenal,
For instance, after my first trip o Germany, Beehringer Ingeibeim Chemicals (BIC) anpounced a 5532
million imvesiment aed (e creatian of 104 mew jobs oo March 9, 2000; and afier meeting with them agam
duriog my most recent rip, T was plessed o annoemce their investment of an additional 3200 mallzon in thoir
Petersburg facility, 1 mel with executives of Hanmi loternstional while in Seoul, South Komea bt year, and
wias prowd o ansounes Bl ey apc bailding a now masalacnaring facklicy i Ponsmouth, ovesting mare
than 312 millicn amd creatmy 170 new pobs. [ have ansonnesd agrecments for Chanbilly, Winginki-hased
Environmengal Produocts Comporation g export combainer-recycling equipment 1o Boa HoraTech Lix, a
Brazilian exvircnmental remediatios firm, for Virginia Tech Libsary Systems. Inc. fo supply library-
camloging sofrware i the Universidades do Estada do Rio de Japeiro, for Lebanon, Yirginia®'s Pittsion Coal
Comnpany o export coal wo Brazil's major sieel companies, snd the esablistrment of numetous other
inbermtional coonoma: es e Vieginia companies, workers, and communities, Thanks o effonts like these,
il has been my pleasure io aansusec the cocation off 275,000 now Wirginds jobs durlng my sdminiseration,
and Yirgimia can boast the naton’s Jvwest unemployment rase.  We ane harncssing global made for the
henefit of all Virginians.

1 commend the mrermanana! Pracrice Section of the Virgima State Bar for making this the 107 issue
dedicstod w global rade and imernsional law, and thank Geerge Mason University's Dr, Stoan: Malowar
fior Iwis efforms as Special Bdisor for all of thise ssees, | pin sith you and sour readers im studwving the
Elohal eoonoery a8 we encourage and partake in Virgnia's continged growth and Mercasing prosperity.

Very truly yours,

 rge——
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