
Dawn Chase, assistant editor of
Virginia Lawyer, researches,
writes, and edits stories for
Virginia State Bar President
Manuel A. Capsalis’s diversity
initiative. She has been a profes-
sional journalist for more than
thirty years.

Ideas for future stories or
comments on diversity coverage
should be directed to her at
(804) 775-0586 or
chase@vsb.org.

Margaret A. Nelson has a crimi-
nal defense practice and is a 
certified guardian ad litem for
children in Lynchburg. She is a
former assistant commonwealth’s
attorney and senior public
defender. She has a bachelor’s
degree from the College of
William and Mary and a law
degree from the University of
Richmond. She serves on the
Collateral Consequences
Subcommittee of the American
Bar Association’s Criminal
Justice Section and Virginia
Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers Executive Committee,
and she is co-vice chair of the
Virginia State Bar Committee 
on Access to Legal Services.

A. Lisa Barker is the deputy
county attorney for Hanover
County and chair of the
Environmental Law Section of
the Virginia State Bar. She has an
undergraduate degree from
Mary Washington College of the
University of Virginia and law
degree from the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
Prior to joining the county
attorney’s office in 1980, she was
in private practice.

Grady A. Palmer III is an assis-
tant city attorney for the City of
Chesapeake and has practiced in
the land use field for five years.
He has participated in proposals
for industrial development
involving air pollution. He has a
bachelor’s degree from the
University of Georgia and a law
degree from Regent University.

Tauna Szymanski is an associate
in the Washington, D.C., and
London offices of Hunton &
Williams LLP. Her practice
involves advising clients on 
climate change-related regula-
tory and transactional matters in
the United States and the
European Union, and under the
Kyoto Protocol. She has worked
on climate change issues since
1994. Szymanski earned a bach-
elor’s degree in international
relations and environmental
studies from Carleton College
and a law degree from Stanford
University. She can be reached at
tszymanski@hunton.com.

Mary V. Cromer received a law
degree from Washington and
Lee University in 2006. She
served as a law clerk for Judge
Glen E. Conrad in the U.S.
District Court for the Western
District of Virginia. After her
clerkship, she worked as an asso-
ciate attorney for the Southern
Environmental Law Center in
Charlottesville, where she
focused on coal mining’s impact
on water quality in Virginia and
Tennessee. She currently works
for the Appalachian Citizens’
Law Center in Whitesburg,
Kentucky.

Nicole M. Rovner was appointed
Virginia’s deputy secretary of
natural resources by Governor
Timothy M. Kaine in January
2006. Previously, Rovner was
director of government relations
for The Nature Conservancy of
Virginia. She was a staff attorney
for six years at the Virginia
Division of Legislative Services,
where she served as counsel to
five natural resources commit-
tees of the General Assembly.
Rovner has a bachelor of science
degree in wildlife science from
Pennsylvania State University
and a law degree from the
University of Richmond.

Michele Gernhardt is a refer-
ence librarian in the Richmond
office of Hunton & Williams
LLP. She received her law degree
from the University of
Richmond and her master’s in
library and information science
from the Catholic University of
America. She is a member of the
executive board of the Virginia
Association of Law Libraries.
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Correction
In the story “Faces of Diversity in the Virginia State Bar,” page
26 of the October 2008 issue of Virginia Lawyer , the reporter
misidentified the bar association in U.S. District Judge Gerald
Bruce Lee’s story of a racist comment at a meeting. The comment
was made many years ago at the Alexandria Bar Association.


