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The 76th Annual Meeting of the Virginia
State Bar was billed as a “Rediscovery,”
and those who came to Virginia Beach
June 12–15 found a treasure trove of
new meeting formats and new venues. 

The events that in previous years
were held at the Cavalier Hotel were all
moved this year because the old site is in
the throes of demolition and reconstruc-
tion. That meant the bar services staff at
the VSB spent a year reorganizing the
meeting and developing a new mobile
app (VSB Events) for smartphone users,
which provided attendees with a sched-
ule of all events at their fingertips.

Staff members Bet Keller, Terry
Patrick, Maureen Stengel, Catherine
Huband, and Dolly Shaffner made
uncounted phone calls and trips to the
beach from Richmond to arrange for
new meeting locations and lodging
agreements at the Holiday Inn North
Beach, Sheraton Oceanfront, and Hilton
Virginia Beach Oceanfront. Members
also stayed at the Hilton Garden Inn
Oceanfront and Marriott Courtyard
Oceanfront North. The scattered sites
led to a little more hiking between
events, though the city provided a free
shuttle service for those less inclined
toward the extra exercise.

About 600 members, plus their
guests, attended, an increase from last
year. While the events were a little

more difficult to get to, they were well
worth the trip. 

The Council reception and dinner
on Wednesday night at the Sheraton fea-
tured the traditional presentation of a
caricature of the outgoing president,
Sharon D. Nelson. Executive Director
Karen A. Gould handed over the draw-
ing and said, “You have been a delight
to work with. Every time I’ve needed
Sharon, she has been there for me.”

Among the many awards presented
during the meeting was the William R.
Rakes Leadership in Education Award.
Supreme Court of Virginia Senior Justice
Elizabeth B. Lacy received the award at
the Hilton on Thursday. Legal education
“is the bedrock of our successful concept
of the rule of law,” she said in accepting
the award.

On Friday, members attended four
showcase CLEs at the Hilton and
Sheraton hotels during the day.
Sandwiched between them was the
Young Lawyers Conference Membership
and Fellows Luncheon, honoring Young
Lawyer of the Year Winner Edwin J. Wu
of Virginia Beach, and the Legal Aid and
Oliver Hill Pro Bono Awards Luncheon.
The Legal Aid/Pro Bono event included
the presentation of the legal aid award
to Christine E. “Christie” Marra, of the
Virginia Poverty Law Center; and the
Oliver White Hill Law Student Pro Bono
Award to Kathleen Dwyer, a third year

law student at the University of
Richmond. The keynote speaker, James J.
Sandman, president of the Legal Services
Corporation, gave an impassioned
speech in which he noted that our sys-
tem of justice “is a system that works
pretty well if you have a lawyer, not well
at all if you don’t.”

The annual banquet and installa-
tion of the new president, Kevin E.
Martingayle, was also held Friday
evening. In his installation address to a
crowded group of spectators, including
Virginia Attorney General Mark R.
Herring, Martingayle noted that the
judicial system has had major funding
problems in recent years. He encouraged
his fellow lawyers to “take action . . .
work with the other two branches of
government. . . speak publicly and 
frequently.”

Saturday was another event-packed
morning that included the law school
alumni breakfast, the Diversity and
Tradition of Excellence awards, the gen-
eral session of the bar and installation of
Edward L. Weiner as president-elect, and
the raffle and closing reception.

The day also included the last, and
most heavily attended CLE, featuring
Attorney General Herring and a panel
discussing “Marriage in Virginia: the
Changing Status of Same-Sex Couples
and Their Families.”

Annual Meeting ‘Rediscovered’ in
Virginia Beach
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1. Twenty-nine of the nearly 180 lawyers eligible for the 50-Year Award attended the annual brunch at the Sheraton
Oceanfront Saturday morning. The lawyers were admitted between July 1, 1963, and June 30, 1964.
2. President-elect Edward L. Weiner, Past President Sharon D. Nelson, and President Kevin E. Martingayle posed together
before the Friday night Presidents Reception.
3. Martingayle was sworn in on Friday night by Supreme Court Justice S. Bernard Goodwyn.
4. Nelson received the traditional caricature from Executive Director Karen A. Gould during the Wednesday night Council
Reception and Dinner.
5. Martha JP McQuade received the Clarence M. Dunnaville Jr. Diversity Achievement Award from Rupen R. Shah, chair of
the Diversity Conference.
6. Stephen M. Quillen received the Tradition of Excellence Award from Mary Louise C. Daniel, chair of the General Practice
Section.
7. Senior Justice Elizabeth B. Lacy received the Rakes Leadership in Education Award from A. Benjamin Spencer, chair of
the Section on Education of Lawyers in Virginia.
8. Edwin J. Wu received the R. Edwin Burnette Jr. Young Lawyer of the Year Award from Judge Burnette during the Young
Lawyers Conference reception.
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1. Attorney General Mark R. Herring spoke to a full house about his posi-
tion on same-sex marriage in Virginia before the Saturday morning CLE.
2. Attorney Phillip J. Hirschkop, who argued the 1967 Loving v. Virginia
case before the United State Supreme Court, spoke from the audience at
the CLE.
The five CLEs covered a variety of topics and were all well attended. 
They were:
3. “Marriage in Virginia: The Changing Status of Same-Sex Couples and
Their Families”
4. “Public-Private Partnerships: Smooth Sailing or Choppy Waters in the
Wake of Elizabeth River Crossings and VDOT v. Meeks?”
5. “‘Friending’ Electronic Evidence: How to Subpoena, Obtain and
Present Electronic Evidence at Trial”
6. “Sex and Labor Slaves: The Scourge of Human Trafficking”
7. “Family Feuds, Shareholders Oppression and Judicial Remedies”    
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The CLE seminars offered at this year’s
Annual Meeting focused on a variety of
topics and were all heavily attended, but
the big draw was Saturday morning’s
“Marriage in Virginia” event and
keynote address by Attorney General
Mark R. Herring.

This was the second year in a row
that Herring was center stage on
Saturday morning. Last year he 
debated Senator Mark D. Obenshain,
the Republican candidate for attorney
general whom he defeated in the gen-
eral election.

This year Herring was alone in the
spotlight, offering his explanations for
why he decided Virginia’s ban on same-
sex marriage is unconstitutional. His
reasoning, presented to more than 300
Virginia lawyers, was both legalistic
and clearly heartfelt. Whatever the
audience members thought or felt
about Herring’s presentation, they sat
silently in rapt attention.

Herring noted that the United
States Supreme Court had reaffirmed
many times that “marriage is a funda-
mental right,” and that because of that,
he had come to the “inescapable conclu-
sion” that Virginia’s ban on same-sex
marriage violated the 14th Amendment.
He said there is a longstanding tradition
of attorneys general not defending laws
that are unconstitutional, and that when
the Virginia Constitution comes into
conflict with the U.S. Constitution, the
U.S. Constitution prevails.

He said it is “because of my com-
mitment to the rule of law” that his
office continues to abide by the Virginia
law while it remains on the books. He
said that whatever happens, it is impor-
tant that a court ultimately rules on 
the matter.

Herring cited cases in which
Virginia was on the wrong side—
Loving, Brown v Board of Education, and
VMI admissions. “I was determined to

show that Virginia has moved forward
and the injustices (of those cases) were
not being repeated,” he said.

“Marriage in Virginia: The Changing
Status of Same-Sex Couples and 
Their Families”
The Saturday morning CLE following
Herring’s presentation was sponsored by
the Diversity Conference and the Family
Law Section. It was moderated by for-
mer bar President Manuel A. Capsalis of
Capsalis, Fitzgerald PLC in Leesburg.

Panelists were Steven W. Fitschen,
president of the National Legal
Foundation in Virginia Beach; Rena M.
Lindevaldsen, associate dean of acade-
mic affairs at Liberty University School
of Law in Lynchburg; Charles B. Lustig,
of Shuttleworth, Ruloff, Swain, Haddad
& Morecock PC in Virginia Beach;
Malcolm P. “Mic” McConnell III, of
Allen, Allen, Allen and Allen in
Richmond; Shannon Price Minter, 
legal director of the National Center
for Lesbian Rights in San Francisco;
and Joseph P. Price, associate professor,
Department of Economics, Brigham
Young University. 

The panelists and members of the
audience discussed many of the familiar
issues including whether the attorney
general has a duty to defend the Virginia
law, whether banning same-sex marriage
was equally as discriminatory as banning
interracial marriage, and whether mar-
riage is primarily a religious exercise
even when performed outside of a reli-
gious setting.

“Public-Private Partnerships: Smooth
Sailing or Choppy Waters in the Wake
of Elizabeth River Crossings and VDOT
v. Meeks?”
The Friday morning CLE seminar was
sponsored by the Construction Law &
Public Contracts, Local Government
Law, Real Property, Administrative Law,

and Environmental Law sections and
moderated by Christopher S. Boynton,
Virginia Beach city attorney. Panelists
were Senator Thomas K. Norment Jr. of
Williamsburg; Cynthia E. Hudson, chief
deputy, Office of the Attorney General in
Richmond; Patrick M. McSweeney, of
McSweeney, Cynkar & Kachouroff PLLC
in Powhatan; and Charles E. Wall, of
Troutman Sanders LLP in Richmond.

Panelists discussed the law and
policy of Public-Private Partnerships in
Virginia, emphasizing the Elizabeth City
Crossing v. Meeks case in Portsmouth,
special purpose authorities such as the
Fort Monroe Authority, and failed
regional taxing authorities. They noted
that P3 projects, as they are commonly
called, are neither private nor govern-
mental; that they involve unusual policy
issues; that they often cause tensions
between the General Assembly, which
passes the laws, and the administration,
which administers the projects; and can
change dramatically when the state
administration changes hands.

“‘Friending’ Electronic Evidence: How 
to Subpoena, Obtain and Present
Electronic Evidence at Trial”
A second Friday morning CLE was co-
sponsored by the Litigation, Criminal
and Corporate Counsel sections, and
moderated by Kristan B. Burch of

Attorney General Remarks and
Showcase CLEs Draw Crowds

CLEs continued on page 62
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Kaufman and Canoles in Norfolk.
Panelists were the Honorable John M.
Tran, circuit court judge in Fairfax
County; Michael E. Barnsback of LeClair
Ryan PC in Alexandria; and Alfred L.
Carr, Virginia State Bar assistant bar
counsel, based in Fairfax.

With the ever-evolving, technologi-
cal developments surrounding electronic
evidentiary materials, panelists shared
their experiences and knowledge related
to such issues as the Privacy Act, dealing
with anonymous speech when the lan-
guage is tortious or illegal, and the most
effective methods in garnering electronic
evidence from the top service providers.
The trio also touched on the ethical
ramifications of attorneys utilizing social
media for promotion, pretexting to gar-
ner information from litigants or jurors,
discussing pending legal matters on
Twitter and Facebook, and neglecting to
use encryption in attorney/client com-
munications. 

While a majority of the discussions
centered on civil proceedings, the panel
also discussed roadblocks in gathering
electronic evidence in criminal hearings. 

“Family Feuds, Shareholder Oppression
and Judicial Remedies”
The seminar was sponsored by the
Business Law and Trusts and Estates
sections and moderated by Nicholas
Conte, of Woods Rogers PLLC in
Roanoke, and Nathan R. Olansen, of
Rack & Olansen PC in Virginia Beach.
Panelists were Lyman Johnson, the
Robert O. Bentley Professor of Law,
School of Law, Washington and Lee
University; Yama A. Shansab, of
Ferguson Walton & Shansab PLLC in
Reston; Martha L. Sotelo, of Vaughan,
Fincher & Sotelo PC in Vienna, and
Bruce C. Stockburger, of Gentry Locke
Rakes & Moore LLP in Roanoke.

The panel’s focus was close to home
for VSB members attending the Annual
Meeting—The Disthene Group Inc.,
the company that for generations has
owned and operated the Cavalier Hotel

in Virginia Beach. The company also
owns a mineral mining company and
more than 28,000 acres in Buckingham
County. Also discussed was the family-
owned company that operates Luray
Caverns in Page County.

The main advice the panelists
offered was distilled early in the discus-
sion by Johnson, who strongly recom-
mended that family businesses hire legal
counsel to plan in advance to prevent
trouble when the company breaks up. 

“Sex and Labor Slaves: The Scourge of
Human Trafficking”
Five legal organizations teamed up to
present the second afternoon CLE on
human trafficking: the Virginia Women
Attorneys Association, the Asian Pacific
American Bar Association of Virginia,
the Hispanic Bar Association of Virginia,
the Old Dominion Bar Association of
Virginia, and the Young Lawyers
Conference of the Virginia State Bar. 

The keynote speaker was Vivian
Huelgo, the American Bar Association’s
chief counsel to the Commission on
Domestic and Sexual Violence, who has
been involved in the ABA’s efforts in
representing victims of human traffick-
ing. Additional speakers included Erin
M. Kulpa, assistant attorney general and
the anti-trafficking coordinator in spe-
cial prosecutions and organized crime
in Richmond; Daniel Werner of the
Southern Poverty Law Center in
Montgomery, Alabama.; Renu Brennan,
Virginia State Bar assistant bar counsel
in Richmond; and Rose Estes, program
director of The Gray Haven Project in
Richmond. The panel was moderated by
the Honorable Gerald Bruce Lee.

Panelists participating in this CLE
sought to dispel common myths about
human (sex and labor) trafficking, and
to provide attorneys with the tools to
represent victims of this modern day
slavery, which has entrapped nearly
twenty million people worldwide. 

CLEs continued from page 61

1. Among the many activities scattered between the
CLEs, lunches, dinners, receptions, and award cere-
monies, was the annual Bingo game. Players included
Judge Gary A. Hicks and his family.
2. 2014 marked the 17th year for the annual Sand
Castle Contest, this year outside the Sheraton
Oceanfront.
3. Magician Bob Westcott entertained during the
Children’s Dinner while parents attended the annual
banquet and installation of the president on Friday
night.
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1. Kathleen M. Uston, assistant bar counsel at the
Virginia State Bar, was presented with the Local Bar
Leader of the Year Award by Mary M. Benzinger, chair-
elect of the Conference of Local Bar Associations,
Sharon D. Nelson, and Eugene M. Elliott Jr., chair of 
the CLBA.
2. The Oliver White Hill Student Pro Bono Award was
presented to Kathleen Dwyer by University of
Richmond Professor Tara Casey.
3. James J. Sandman, president of the Legal Services
Corporation, was the keynote speaker at the Virginia
Legal Aid and Oliver White Hill Student Pro Bono
awards luncheon on Friday.
4. The first Bar Association of the Year Award was pre-
sented to the Roanoke Bar Association’s Stephen W.
Lemon, president, and Cathy Caddy, executive director,
by Mary M. Benzinger, Sharon D. Nelson, and Eugene
M. Elliott Jr.
5. The Saturday raffles and closing reception are
always a big hit, especially when you’re lucky enough
to win a couple of giant floats.
6. A comfortable Friday morning brought out the par-
ticipants in the 33rd annual 5K Run in the Sun.
7. Among the sporting events was the 30th Annual
David T. Stitt Memorial Volleyball Tournament on the
beach outside the Sheraton Oceanfront.
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