
Proposed Changes to Paragraph 18 of Part 6, Section IV of the  

Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia. 

 

18. Member Reporting Financial Responsibilityies— 

a) Professional Liability Insurance Reporting Requirement.  In order to make available to 

the public information about the financial responsibility of each active member of the Virginia 

State Bar for professional liability claims, each such member shall, upon admission to the bar, 

and with each application for renewal thereof, submit the certification required herein or obtain a 

waiver for good cause shown. The active member shall certify to the bar on or before July 31 of 

each year: a) whether or not such member is currently covered by professional liability 

insurance, other than an extended reporting endorsement; b) whether or not such member is 

engaged in the private practice of law involving representation of clients drawn from the public, 

and, if so, whether the member intends to maintain professional liability insurance coverage 

during the period of time the member remains engaged in the private practice of law; and c) the 

date, amount, and court where rendered, of any unsatisfied final judgment(s) against such 

member, or any firm or professional corporation in which he or she has practiced, for acts, errors, 

or omissions (including, but not limited to, acts of dishonesty, fraud, or intentional wrongdoing) 

arising out of the performance of legal services by such member. 

The foregoing shall be certified by each active member of the Virginia State Bar in such form as 

may be prescribed by the Virginia State Bar and shall be made available to the public by such 

means as may be designated by the Virginia State Bar. 

An untruthful certification or unjustified failure to notify the bar of a lapse or termination of 

coverage shall subject the member to appropriate disciplinary action. “Good cause shown” as 

used herein shall include illness, absence from the Commonwealth of Virginia, or such cause as 

may be determined by the Executive Committee of the Virginia State Bar whose determination 

shall be final. Any determination by the Executive Committee may be reviewed by the Supreme 

Court upon request of the member seeking a waiver.  

Each active member who certifies to the bar that such member is covered by professional 

liability insurance shall notify the bar in writing within thirty (30) days if the insurance policy 

providing coverage lapses, is no longer in effect or terminates for any reason, unless the policy is 

replaced with another policy and no lapse in coverage occurs. 

b) Pro Bono Publico Legal Service Reporting Requirement.  In order to make available 

information about lawyers’ pro bono public legal service, each active member of the Virginia 

State Bar shall provide the following annual certification: 

1. Pro Bono Hours.  I have personally provided approximately ____hours of pro bono public 

legal services during the previous 12 months beginning July 1 of the preceding year and 

ending June 30 of the current year.  
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2. Financial Contribution.  I have personally contributed $______to support programs that 

provide the direct delivery of legal services to meet the needs described in Rule 6.1 (a) of 

the Virginia Rules of Professional Conduct, as an alternative method for fulfilling my 

responsibility to render pro bono legal services.  

3. Exempt Persons.  I am exempt from providing pro bono legal services because (i) I am 

currently serving as a member of the judiciary; or (ii) I am a government lawyer prohibited 

by statute, rule, regulation or agency policy from providing legal service outside of my 

employment; or (iii) I maintain retired, disabled or associate status with the Virginia State 

Bar._____ (Check here.) 

Pro Bono legal services as described in Rule 6.1(a) of the Virginia Rules of Professional Conduct 

performed in other states by a member of the Virginia State Bar are reportable in Virginia as pro 

bono hours. 

c) Penalties for Failure to Comply.  Failure to comply with this Rule shall subject the active 

member to the penalties set forth in Paragraph 19 herein. An untruthful certification or 

unjustified failure to notify the bar of a lapse or termination of coverage shall subject the member 

to appropriate disciplinary action. 

“Good cause shown” as used herein shall include illness, absence from the Commonwealth of 

Virginia, or such cause as may be determined by the Executive Committee of the Virginia State 

Bar whose determination shall be final. Any determination by the Executive Committee may be 

reviewed by the Supreme Court upon request of the member seeking a waiver. 

 

 

Formatted: Font: Times New Roman, 12 pt,
Italic

Formatted: List Paragraph, Indent: Left:  0",
First line:  0", Numbered + Level: 1 +
Numbering Style: a, b, c, … + Start at: 1 +
Alignment: Left + Aligned at:  0" + Indent at: 
0.25"

Formatted: Font: Times New Roman, 12 pt


