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MEETING OF BOARD OF GOVERNORS
OF CONSTRUCTION LAW SECTION
OF VIRGINIA STATE BAR

The autumn meeting of the Board of Governors of the Construc-
tion Law Section was held on September 6, 1979 at the office of
Neil S. Kessler, 207 West Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia.
Present were Richard E. Dixon, Chairman, William L. Matson,

Peter Paul Mitrano, Robert P. Kyle, George W. Johnston, III, and
Neil S. Kessler. Absent were George M. Kelley, III, Richard S.

Tilley, E. Kenneth Day, Arthur B. Vieregg, Jr., Jack Rephan and

Bradfute W. Davenport, Jr.

Art Vieregg submitted a written report for the Seminar
Committee. That committee has been studying whether a construction
law seminar should be sponsored solely by the Construction Law
Section or with the aid of the Joint Committee on Continuing
Legal Education. The committee proposed that the Section co-
sponsor a construction law seminar with the Joint Committee on
Continuing Legal Education for the following reasons:

1. A strong policy by the Virginia State Bar
favoring sponsorship of seminars by/with
the Joint Committee.

2. The benefit of the Joint Committee's exper-
ience in seminar development and promotion.

3. The Construction Law Section's relative lack
of funds.

4. The greater potential for attracting new

members through a co-sponsored program
given at four locations around the State
rather than in a sole-sponsored program
given at one location.

5. A seminar may be planned and conducted in
April, 1980.

After discussion, the Board of Governors resolved to jointly
sponsor a Construction Law Seminar with the Joint Committee on
Continuing Legal Education in four locations in Virginia in
April, 1980.

The Seminar Committee intends to choose the topic and the
participants of the seminar by mid-October, 1979.



The Board of Governors resolved that the Construction Law
Section Directory will contain the following categories in addition
to a list of Section members:

1. List of Construction Law Books;
2. List of Construction Law Subscription Publications;

3. IList of Organizations which provide information
on seminars;

4., List of Technical Source Materials;
5. List of Trade Associations; and

6. List of Construction Industry Associations.

George Kelley was put in charge of contacting publishers which
might send the Committee books and other publications for dis-
play at the annual membership meeting in June, 1980. A discussion
then followed to decide what the Committee would do with any
donated publications. No definite answer was reached. The Board
of Governors did, however, reject for the time being the .accept-
ance of paid advertisements in the Directory.

It was suggested that Bradfute W. Davenport, Jr. write to
the Section membership for assistance in compiling the lists to
be included in the Directory, and all members of the Section were
urged to send such materials to Brad (P.0O. Box 1122, Richmond,
Virginia 23208, 804-644-6011) as soon as possible. The Board
of Governors set December, 1979, as the deadline for the Directory
so that it can be sent out with the Newsletter.

The Board of Governors decided to publish a Section News-
letter on January 15 and May 15 each year with periodic bulletins
containing news of immediate interest. A decision will be made
at the Annual Membership meeting in June, 1980, whether to also
publish the Newsletter on September 15. Gerard W. Ittig is in
charge of the layout of the Newsletter, and all members of the:
Section are urged to send any materials or items of interest to
him at 8330 0ld Courthouse Road, Vienna, Virginia 22180 (703-893-
6100) . Circuit Court decisions in your area involving construc-
tion law issues should also be submitted. Members of the Board
of Governors were appointed to gather information in particular
areas:

Jack Rephan - Federal legislation and federal matters
Robert Kyle -~ State legislation and State matters

Peter P. Mitrano - Architect/engineer matters

George Viertel - Liaison with American Institute of
Architects

Neil S. Kessler - Mechanics lien legislation and matters



The Newsletter will contain the foregoing matters in addition

to seminar information, new construction or construction law
publications, cases from other jurisdictions and any other mater-
ial of general interest to Section members.

The Chairman commended Gerard Ittig for his efforts to date
in organizing the Newsletter.

William Matson (1415 North Courthouse Road, Arlington,
Virginia 22216, 703-525-7100) volunteered to chair the Membership
Committee. He said he would investigate methods to reach poten-
tial new members for the Section. He is compiling a membership
brochure to be distributed at construction-related seminars in
Virginia. It was pointed out that the Section needs at least 150
members to be able to accomplish its goals. Anyone with any
information or other suggestions for adding to the Section mem-
bership should contact William Matson.

Chairman Dixon urged all members of the Section to pay the
$10.00 annual membership fee to the Virginia State Bar/Construc-
tion Law Section, 700 East Main Street, Suite 1622, Richmond,
Virginia 23219.

Chairman Dixon and Neil Kessler agreed to organize a Section
workshop at the annual membership meeting in June, 1980. The
format will be similar to last June's meeting with a speaker of
interest and a cocktail hour planned.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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MINUTES OF
FIRST ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
CONSTRUCTION LAW SECTION

The first Annual Membership Meeting of the Construction
Law Section of the Virginia State Bar was held on Friday, June 22,
1979, in Virginia Beach. Richard E. Dixon, who had been elected
as temporary chairman of the Construction Law Section by the
temporary Board of Governors, presided.

Mr. Dixon explained that the Construction Law Section
is a new section which is intended to provide a forum for the
exchange of information and ideas for and to provide a means of
educating members of the Virginia State Bar whose practice in-
volves public and private contracts for construction.

Mr. Dixon presented for discussion the By-Laws which
had been adopted by the temporary Board of Governors for
the Construction Law Section at a meeting on May 3, 1979. He
stated that the By-Laws had also been approved by the Virginia
State Bar Council. A motion from the floor that the By-Laws be
adopted as presented was unanimously carried.

Mr. Dixon then presented to the members of the Section
the slate of the Board of Governors which had been selected by
the Nominating Committee at its meeting on May 3, 1979. The
following persons were nominated for the terms set out by their
names:

One Year Term: R. E. Dixon
George Johnston, III
William L. Matson
Peter P. Mitrano

Two Year Term: Robert P. Kyle
George M. Kelley, III
Richard S. Tilley
E. Kenneth Day

Three Year Term: Arthur B. Vieregg, Jr.
Neil S. Kessler
Jack Rephan
Bradfute W. Davenport, Jr.

The foregoing individuals were unanimously elected.

Arthur B. Vieregg, Jr. who had been selected by
the temporary Board of Governors to chair a committee to
develop topics and to suggest speakers for a proposed
Construction Law Seminar, reported that he had spoken about
this with Peter Manson of the Joint Committee of Continuing
Legal Education and that Mr. Manson felt that a seminar to
acquaint general practitioners of problems in construction
law would be quite useful. He encouraged Mr. Vieregg to meet



with him at a later date to come up with a proposed topic,

a list of speakers and an acceptable date for the seminar.

Mr. Vieregg stated that he felt that such a seminar could

take place during April or May, 1980. He urged any prospective
members of the Section to contact him if they were interested
in planning such a program.

Bradfute W. Davenport, Jr. reported that his
committee, which was set up by the temporary Board of Governors
to evaluate the preparation of the membership/construction
experts/construction bibliography booklet, was making progress
on this and that due to the extensive nature of such a bibliog-
raphy, he would welcome any assistance he could get from the
members of the Section.

Robert P. Kyle and Jack Rephan presented memoranda
on significant and current Federal and State legislation
relating to construction.

During discussions in new business, it was the sense
of the members present that one of the most useful purposes
this Section could serve would be to circulate to the general
membership a Construction Law Section Newsletter. This would
be published in December and May of each year and would contain
developments that would be of significance and interest to
Section members.

It was also suggested that the Section might have
an impact in sponsoring legislation and keeping Section
members informed as to progress of certain proposed legislation.
Edward F. Rodriguez, Jr. volunteered to keep the Section
informed as to the progress of the mechanics' lien joint
study group which is currently involved in revising the
mechanics' lien laws in the state of Virginia.

It was also suggested that the Section have a
standing committee to deal with the American Institute of
Architects.

Mr. Dixon reminded all members present that Section
dues are $10 per year and that payment of dues to the Virginia
State Bar Office will entitle members to receive Section
publications.

There being no further business, the meeting was

adjourned.
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MEETING OF
BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF
CONSTRUCTION LAW SECTION

The first meeting of the Board of Governors for the
Construction Law Section of the Virginia State Bar was
convened immediately upon the conclusion of the First
Annual Membership Meeting of the Construction Law Section
on June 22, 1979.

The Board of Governors elected the following Section
officers to serve for the 1979-1980 year:

Richard E. Dixon, Chairman

George M. Kelley, III, Vice-Chairman

Neil S. Kessler, Secretary

The Board of Governors decided to meet at least
quarterly and to implement the proposed newsletter which the
membership decided to publish. It was announced that Gerard

W. Ittig will be the editor.

There being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

““"1\3‘

i
/
//{)

S
y/ e

Ne{“S. Kesfler,” Secretary —




MEETING OF TEMPORARY BOARD OF GOVERNORS
OF CONSTRUCTION LAW SECTION

The meeting of the temporary Board of Governors for
the Construction Law Section of the Virginia State Bar
was convened at 10:00 a.m., May 3, 1979, at the offices of the
Virginia State Bar, Suite 1622, 700 Building, 700 East Main
Street, Richmond, Virginia. Present were Richard E. Dixon,
George W. Johnston, III, Peter Paul Mitrano, Robert P. Kyle,
Ceorge M. Kelley, IIT, Arthur B. Vieregg, Jr., Heil S. Kessler,
Bradfute W. Davenport, and Jack Rephan. N. Samuel Clifton,
Executive Director of the Virginia State Bar, was also present.
Absent were William L. Matson, Richard S. Tilley and E. Kenneth
Day.

The temporary Board of Governors, having been selected
by the President of the Virginia State Bar, unanimously adopted
the By-laws which are attached hereto.

Thereafter, the temporary Board of Governors elected
the fcllowing Section Officers to serve until the initial annual
membership meeting, scheduled for June 22, 1979, at 3:00 p.m.
during the Virginia State Bar Meeting at Virginia Beach:

>

Richard E. Dixon, Chairman
George M. Kelley, IITI, Vice Chairman
Neil S. Kessler, Secretary

The Board of Governors as a Nominating Committee selected
the following persons for election to the Board of Governors at
the initial annual meeting:

One Year Term: R. E. Dixon
Ceorge Johnston, III
William I.. Matson
Peter P. Mitrano

Two Year Term: Robert P. Kyle
George M. Kelley, III
Richard S. Tilley
E. Kenneth Day

Three Year Term: Arthur B. Vieregg, Jr.
Neil S. Kessler
Jack Rephan
Bradfute W. Davenport, Jr.



E. Kenneth Day and George M. Kelley, III, were selected
as co-chairman to plan the initial annual meeting. Chairman
Dixon indicated that he would send a membership notice to all
members of the Virginia State Bar evidencing interest in the
organization of this Section.

A committee chaired by Arthur B. Vieregg, Jr. was
formed to develop topics and to suggest speakers for a proposed
Construction Law Seminar. The Committee will report its proposals
at the initial annual meeting. Other members of the Committee
are Jack Rephan and CGeorge W. Johnston, III.

Bradfute M. Davenport, Jr. was appointed chairman of
a Committee, including Peter Paul Mitrano and Robert P. Kyle,
to evaluate the preparation of a membership/construction experts/
construction bibliography booklet for members of the Section.
This Committee will report its proposals at the initial annual
meeting.

Jack Rephan and Robert P. Kyle volunteered to present
at the initial annual meeting a review and evaluation of currently
pending or recently enacted Federal and Virginia legislation,
respectively.

There being no further business, the meeting was ad-
journed at 11:30 a.m.

Respectfully,submitted,/

/)
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er’, 'Secretary

Richard E. Dixoh, Chairman



BY-LAWS |






Section 5}"Printing - A1l printing for this Section or for theleérd of
Governors or by committees of this Section shall be done under the supervision

of the headquarters office of the Virginia State Bar.

ARTICLE VI
Procedure
Section 1. Except as otherwise provided in these By-Laws, Robert's
Rule of Order shall govern the procedure at meetfngs of this Section and its

Board of Governors.

- ARTICLE VII

Effectiveness & Amendment of By-Laws

Section 1. By-laws Effective - These by-Taws shall become effective

after approval by the Council upon recommendatiOn of the Executive Zommittee of
the Virgini; State Bar and by this Section. |
Section 2. Amendment - These by-laws may be amended at any annual
meeting of this Section by a vote of a majority of the members of this Section
present and voting, provided such amendment shall first have been approved by a
majority of the Board of Governors and provided, further, that no amendment so
adopted shall become effective until approved by the Council upon recommendation

of the Executive Committee of the Virginia State Bar.




