
 ARTICLE V 
 
 Committees 
 
Sec. 1. Unless otherwise provided in the Supreme Court Rules, by action of Council, or 

elsewhere in these by-laws or the by-laws of Council, all committees shall be 
appointed by the president, who shall have power to determine the size and 
composition of the committee and to designate the chair thereof and to fill any 
vacancy therein. 

 
Sec. 2. A majority of any committee shall constitute a quorum. 
 
Sec. 3. In addition to the Executive Committee, district committees, and standing 

committees specified in the by-laws of Council, there shall be special committees 
to carry out the other ongoing work of the bar, and study committees, where 
appropriate in the judgment of the president, to examine and make 
recommendations on specific proposals or programs within a reasonably brief 
and discrete period of time. 

 
Sec. 4. Members of special committees shall be appointed to three-year terms, with the 

exception of the Special Committee on Lawyer Malpractice Insurance whose 
members shall be appointed to five-year terms.  No member shall serve more 
than two consecutive terms on such a committee.  A member appointed to fill an 
unexpired term shall be eligible to serve two additional full terms.  An eligible 
member wishing to be reappointed to a special committee shall be required to 
reapply in writing prior to the end of his or her current term under procedures 
established by Council and administered by the executive director.  If any 
member of a committee fails to attend either three meetings during any bar year 
or two successive meetings of the committee without providing an explanation 
satisfactory to the committee chair, or in the case of a lawyer member, is 
declared not in good standing with the Virginia State Bar, such person’s position 
shall automatically be considered vacated and filled as in the case of other 
vacancies. 

 
Sec. 5. In making initial appointments to new special committees, the president shall 

appoint members to one, two and three-year terms so as to allow for the 
retirement or reappointment of one-third of the membership of each special 
committee at the end of each bar year. 

 
Sec. 6. Effective July 1, 1996, the size of special committees shall be as specified by 

Council.  A list of the committees and their respective sizes shall be maintained 
by the executive director.  Changes in the size of special committees may be 
approved by the Executive Committee. 

 


