VIRGINIA: BEFORE THE FIRST DISTRICT SUBCOMMITTEE
OF THE VIRGINIA STATE BAR

IN THE MATTERS OF
RICHARD SCOTT GORDON VSB Docket Nos. 13-010-092947
and 13-101-093626

PUBLIC REPRIMAND WITHOUT TERMS

On November 14, 2013 a meeting was held in this matter before a duly convened First
District Subcommittee consisting of Brian D. Lytle, Esq., Anthony S. Mulford, Esq., Chairman,
and Jack E. Wood. During the meeting, the Subcommittee authorized Assistant Bar Counsel to
seek an agreed disposition for a Public Reprimand Without Terms.

Pursuant to Part 6, § IV, § 13-15(B)(4)(c) of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia,
as well as the written agreement of the parties, the First District Subcommittee of the Virginia
State Bar hereby serves upon the Respondent, Richard Scott Gordon, the following Public
Reprimand Without Terms:

I FINDINGS OF FACT

I. At all times material to these matters the Respondent, Richard Scott Gordon, Esq.
(Gordon), was an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Virginia.

2. As Trustee, Gordon conducted three real property foreclosure sales. In the Swearingen
matter, he sold the property on October 23, 2009. In the Taylor matter, he sold the
property on March 2, 2010, and in the Ferguson matter he sold the property on July 27,
2011.

3. As Trustee, Gordon had six months from the date of each of the three sales above in
which to report to the Commissioner of Accounts (the Commissioner) and file a Trustee’s
Accounting for each sale; however, Gordon failed to timely file the Trustee’s
Accountings, even after repeated reminders from the Commissioner’s office.

4. As required by Code of Virginia Section 64.2-1216, the Commissioner reported the
Swearingen and Taylor matters to the Bar in August of 2012, and reported the Ferguson
matter to the Bar in October of 2012. Additionally, the Commissioner reported Gordon’s
noncompliance to the Newport News Circuit Court, which directed Gordon to file the



required documents and fees with the Commissioner (1) in the Swearingen and Taylor
matters, by Sept. 21, 2012; and (2) in the Ferguson matter, by Nov. 17, 2012.

5. Gordon did not file the Trustee Accountings by the dates set down by the Circuit Court,
and indeed, did not file his Trustee’s Accountings in each of the three sales until afier
being approached by the Bar’s investigator in December of 2012. Gordon also did not file
any response to the bar complaints, although he did subsequently meet with and
cooperate with the Bar’s investigator.

6. On Nov. 13, 2013, a hearing was held in the three referenced matters, at which time the
Circuit Court approved of the Trustee Accountings and the fees paid to Gordon, but
required him to pay certain fees and penalties to the Commissioner.

IL. RULES VIOLATED

Such conduct by Respondent constitutes misconduct in violation of the following
provisions of the Rules of Professional Conduct:
RULE 1.3 Diligence

(a) A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in representing a
client.

RULE 3.4 Fairness To Opposing Party And Counsel
A lawyer shall not:
(d)  Knowingly disobey or advise a client to disregard a standing rule or a ruling of a
tribunal made in the course of a proceeding, but the lawyer may take steps, in
good faith, to test the validity of such rule or ruling,

RULE 8.1 Bar Admission And Disciplinary Matters

An applicant for admission to the bar, or a lawyer ... in connection with a disciplinary
matter, shall not:

()  fail to respond to a lawful demand for information from an admissions or
disciplinary authority, except that this Rule does not require disclosure of
information otherwise protected by Rule 1.6...



III. PUBLIC REPRIMAND

Accordingly, and pursuant to the written agreement of the parties, it is the decision of the
Subcommittee to impose a Public Reprimand Without Terms and Richard Scott Gordon is
hereby so reprimanded. Pursuant to Part 6, § IV, 9 13-9(E) of the Rules of the Supreme Court of

Virginia, the Clerk of the Disciplinary System shall assess costs.

FIRST DISTRICT SUBCOMMITTEE
OF THE VIRGINIA STATE BAR

¥ S. Mulford
Subcommittee Chair

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

I certify that on //\- s ‘ , 2014, a true and complete copy of the
Subcommittee Determination (Private Admonition Without Terms) was sent by certified mail to
Richard Scott Gordon, Respondent, at Richard S Gordon, PLC., Suite 1, 708 Thimble Shoals
Boulevard, Newport News, VA 23606, Respondent's last address of record with the Virginia

State Bar.

/

Richard E. Slaney
Assistant Bar Counse




